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SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE. 
No. 4. 


In our last article, seeking to determine the law which should guide Chris- 
tian men in making offerings of their substance for the Service of God, we 
showed from Holy Scripture that the old law of tithes observed by Abraham 
and Jacob, was enforced upon their descendants ; and that they were required 
by God not only to pay the tithe of the produce of the land, of the flocks and 
of the herds, for the support of the Priests and the more immediate expenses 
of the Temple worship, but also an additional tithe for other religious uses ; 
and that these, together with first-fruits, peace and sin-offerings, and other 
obligatory sacrifices, amounted to at least seven-thirtieths of their annual 
income, or something more than twenty-three cents in the dollar. 

___ As the devotion of the tithe to God was a rule and practice of His servants 
before the Mosaic law was given, so we maintained, it may be fairly inferred 
that the abrogation of that law, so far as it referred to the matter in hand, 
would extend only to those provisions peculiar to it, remitting us to the 
original obligation of the tithe as still in full force upon Christian men. 

And here we adduced the words of St. Paul, teaching that as “they which 
wait at the altar are partakers with the altar,” even so hath the Lord ordained 
that “they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel ;” from which 
the inference seems natural that the law of providing for the Priesthood under 

. the old dispensation is to be recognized as of binding force under the new. 

And now we venture to assert, that there is here furnished stronger and 
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more precise authority for continuing the payment of tithes to the Lord, than 
is anywhere found for three of the most important and most widely acknowl- 
edged ordinances of the Christian Church. 

Where, for example, is there any equally precise direction for the change 
from the Sabbath to the Lord’s Day as that of religious observance? We 
have the record, in a few places in the Book of the Acts, of the Church assembling 
on the first day of the week; we have the fuller testimony to the same effect 
of the early fathers and historians of the Church; but no word of any one of 
the Apostles declaring that as the Sabbath was kept holy under the Law, even 
so the Lord’s Day is to be observed under the Gospel dispensation ; and yet 


the deepest convictions of the whole Christian Church have always sustained 


and justified the authoritative appointment of the Day of the Resurrection as 
the great Day of Christian worship and religious observance. 

What volumes of controversy touching the orders of the Ministry would 
have been avoided if anywhere in the New Testament could have been found 
words equivalent, in their application to that subject, to these to which we now 
refer !—if it had been only once said, that as the Ministry of the Law was three- 
fold, consisting in High Priests, Priests and Levites, even so hath the Lord 
ordained that under the Gospel there should be Bishops, Priests and Deacons. 

Or again, how effectually would the whole controversy on the subject of 
Infant Baptism have been anticipated, could there be quoted from St. Paul a 
declaration that the Lord hath ordained that children should be admitted to 
the Christian Covenant by Baptism; even as they were admitted to the Old 
Covenant by Circumcision ! 

But there is no re-enactment or enforcement of either of those usages of the 
Jewish dispensation, to which the Lord’s Day, the three orders in the Minis- 
try, or the Baptism of children correspond, so distinctly or so forcibly given 
as is the law for the maintenance of the Christian Ministry. And yet we re- 
gard these observances as of Divine right, as essential to the sustaining and 
well-being of the Church; even so should we regard the payment of our tithes 
to the Lord for the use of His Church as of obligation, because the principle 
on which they are to be offered is clearly asserted by Apostolic authority, and 
their prompt and conscientious payment is essential to sustain the Ministry of 
the Church, and the Church itself, in that degree of vigor and completeness 
which the work of God in this world demands. 

If now we consider the practice of the early Church, we shall see how entirely 
it sustains our view of the duty of offering for God’s Service at the very least 
the tenth of our goods. 

The earliest converts, the Church at Jerusalem, showed a spirit of love and 
devotion which carried their offerings for the Lord’s work far beyond the 
tithing of their substance. This they were still under obligation to do as 
Jews, for it is well known that so long as the Temple stood, the Christians in 
Judea continued to discharge their duties as members of the Jewish Church, 
observing the Mosaic law with strictness, and adding to this a great measure 
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of zeal and devotion to their new faith. So tenacious were they on this sub- 
ject that they demanded of the Gentile converts that they should be circum- 
cised and keep the law of Moses, and the struggles of the Judaizing party to 
secure this caused St. Paul, as we know, no little trouble and anxiety in his 
efforts to maintain the true Christian liberty of the Gentile churches. But 
while the converts from Judaism were thus faithful to their obligations to the 
Jewish polity so long as it endured, they also gave most bountifully of their 
goods for the Church. The glowing account of the liberality given in Acts ii., 
32-87, is too familiar to need comment; and there is every reason to suppose 
that the same spirit continued during all the first years of the Church’s exist- 
ence while the Apostles remained in Jerusalem, and large accessions were 
made in that and the neighboring cities to the numbers of the disciples. 

That a similar spirit of beneficence prevailed among those who were brought 
out of heathenism into the marvellous light of the Gospel is not only probable, 
when we read of the strength of their faith and the fervor of their love, but 
is made most evident by the warm commendations given by St. Paul to those 
“the abundance of whose joy and their deep poverty abounded to the riches 
of their liberality” — who “to their power and beyond their power were 
willing of themselves” (2 Cor. viii., 2, 3) to minister to the relief and 
comfort of their brethren while they were also sustaining the ministrations 
of the Gospel among themselves. And when we remember how largely the 
early Church was composed of the poorer classes—how not many wise, “ not 
many mighty, not many noble” were called (1 Cor. i., 26), and see even their 
generous liberality thus commended, is it not quite plain that they could not 
have fallen short of that measure which Jew and Gentile alike acknowledged 
as obligatory in what they were doing for the maintenance of the Gospel Min- 
istry ? and do we not see how little occasion there was for the Apostles in their 
letters to dwell in detail upon a subject which already received due attention, 
or to enforce by precept what their disciples were promptly doing of a ready 
mind ? 

As we go on in the history of the Church we find the spirit thus displayed 
in the Apostolic age in full vigor during the next century. As late as A.D. 
160, Justin Martyr* testified: “ And now we bring all that we have into com- 
mon, and communicate it to every one that wants.” Irenzus,+ A.D. 180, tells 
us that the Jews consecrated a tenth, but the Christians “ give all they have 
unto God, and would not give less than the Jews, because they have a better 
hope.” And accordingly the learned Selden, in his “ History of Tithes,” writes 
as follows: “So liberal was the devotion of believers, that ¢heer bounty to 
the Evangelical Priesthood far exceeded what the tenth could have been.” “The 
liberality formerly used had been such that im respect thereof tenths were a 
small part.” “It had been little to the purpose indeed to have had tithes of 
annual increase paid, while that most bountiful devotion of good Christians 
continued in frequent offerings both of land and goods to such large value.” 


* Apolog. ii., 61. + Advers. Heres, lib. iv., c. 34. 
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These testimonies, while accounting for the absence in the early Church of 
any recorded rule or precept respecting the proportion of goods we owe to 
God, still show most clearly what were the convictions of duty among Chris- 
tians in those purer ages of faith and piety. They deemed it unworthy of 
them to do less than Jew or heathen had done before them; they considered 
themselves bound rather to exceed than to fall short of the old standard; they 
regarded the tenth offered to God not as the outside figure, but as the very 
lowest sum that they could offer. And afterwards, when the warmth of piety 
began to cool, and the influence of the world began to affect the Church, the 
fathers and preachers who were called to enter their protest against growing 
corruptions appealed to those earlier times as presenting an example of what 
Christians ought to be. And so we find Origen,* who flourished early in the 
third century, reasoning in this manner: “ How does our righteousness exceed 
the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, if they dare not taste the fruits 


of the earth before they offer the first-fruits to the Priests and separate the — 


tithes for the Levites; whilst I do nothing of this, but only so abuse the 
fruits of the earth that neither the Priest, nor the Levite, nor the Altar of God 
shall see any of them?” St. Jerome likewise says, “ that the law about tithes 
and first-fruits was to be understood to continue in its full force in the Chris- 
tian Church, where men were commanded not only to give tithes, but to sell 
all that they had and give to the poor. But if we will not proceed so far, let 
us at least imitate the Jewish practice, and give part of the whole to the poor 
and the honor that is due to the Priests and Levites, which he that does not 
defrauds God and makes himself liable to a curse.” 

St. Austin,t too, addresses the Church in these words: “Separate some- 
thing, and designate some fixed portion either from your yearly fruits or your 
daily income. Will you give the tenth? The tenth let it be, although this is 
a small portion. For it is said the Pharisees gave tithes. But what saith the 
Lord? ‘Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.’ Now he, whose 
righteousness thine is bound to exceed, gives tithes; but thou givest not a 
thousandth part. How will you exceed him whom you do not even equal 2” 

We have not space to go farther in illustrating the history of the practice of 
tithes in the Christian Church, but can briefly state what seems to us the sum 
of the whole matter. The universal liberality of the early Christians in main- 
taining the Priesthood, and providing all that was needed to support and ex- 
tend the Church, was such that it would have seemed almost to degrade the 
matter to establish a rule that would have limited the gifts of Christian men 
to so small a proportion as a tithe. This state of things continued while perse- 
cutions endured, and until faith began to waver, and love to grow cold, and 
hope to fail in the improving outward condition of the Church. When the 
adulterous connection was formed between the Empire and the Church under 
Constantine, then for the first time laws began to be enacted providing her 


*Hom. on Numb,, ¢, xviii. + Com, on Mal., c. iii. + Com, on Psal, cxlvi. 
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revenues by State authority. Even then, however, the tithe was enacted as be- 
longing to the Church, thus preserving in imperial legislation a memorial of 
what had been early recognized by the conscience of the Church ; and when 
even this enactment failed to bring men up to their duty, giving. occasion to 
St. Augustine to say to them, “Our forefathers abounded in all things because 
they gave tithes to God and tribute to Cesar; but now, because our devotion 
to God is sunk, the taxes of the State are raised upon us. We would not give 
God His part in the tithes, and therefore the whole is taken away from us. 
The exchequer devours what we would not give to Christ.” 

How far the increasing burdens of taxation throughout our land and the 
whole Christian world may be accounted for by our unwillingness to offer for 
God’s Service as He hath blessed us, may be a question worth considering; 
but to pass that by, we think that, in view of all that has been now adduced, 
we do not go a step too far in claiming that the least portion that a Christian 
should offer of his Service to God for His Worship and Service is ONE-TENTH OF 
ALL HIS ANNUAL GAINS, sie 


[For the quotations in this article the writer is indebted to Leslie on “ The 
Divine Right of Tithes ;” and to the learned Bingham, “Antiquities of the Chris- 
tian Church,” chap. v.| 


SHORT SERMONS FOR THE TIMES. 
No. 8. 
“To beg Iam ashamed.”—St. Luke xvi. 3. 


I am one that has had some recent experience in begging, and the words I 
have quoted are so aptto my frame of mind, that I do not stop to question the 
fitness of their context, but set them up in their separateness as the motto of “a 
few remarks.” 

“To beg 1am ashamed;” and I allow myself the satisfaction of giving some 
of my reasons why. 

I. I amashamed that there-should seem to be any need to beg. I admit that 
there is an apparent necessity in the case; I suppose that many regard it as a 
legitimate and imperative necessity. Iam aware that our Church treasuries 
depend largely upon begging for their semi-fulness ; and yet who will not echo 
my wish that there might be no need for all our ecclesiastical mendicancy? And 
are there not those, at least among my reverend and dear brethren, who are 
ashamed that they must be ashamed to beg? 

Into what bad habits are we all getting with our general custom of begging! 
The principle of giving—giving the complement of praying (‘‘ thine alms and 
thy prayers”); giving a part of worship (‘‘ with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased”) ; giving a duty, a pleasure, aprofit to every soul—the principle, I say, 


252 Communications. 


is being more and more forgotten, and its place, as a motive, is being taken by 
an “appeal” of some sort. 

The parish Priest begins it. Once a month, at least, he presents the claims 
of this or that “ object” or “ cause,”and he uses whatever of tact and grace he has to 
induce his people to contribute freely to it. Ifhe dare, he exercises some author- 
ity ; tells them they must give; but usually prefers to—beg. Taught by so good 
example, the people beg of each other, urging mutual generosity in the matter 
of some subscription list; and they go outside their parish limits and beg from 
the general public, through “fairs” and “sales,” with questionable raffles and 
detestable “ grab-bags. The parish mind is well prepared, therefore, for the 
Bishop of Nebrado, or the Bishop of Oretana, or for him of struggling Maine, 
or him of growing Minnesota; and if his Grace present a lordly appearance in 
his lawn, and points his periods well, and thrills the air with eloquence, he 
secures the hundreds or the thousands he seeks ; but the money is given ¢éo the 
Bishop rather than to “ the cause ;” and for us plain Presbyters the market is 
quite spoiled. Some of the D.Ds. still succeed, but the Bishops’ almost only 
rival is “ the Great cause” himself—whose modesty may compel him to score out 
these lines, if he see them. 

Now, let it be granted that the sum total oF our charities would be lessened 
one-half were our canvassirg and addressing and appealing abandoned; the 
result would be asad one, but fam not so sure a bad onein the long run. The 
half that would be lost, but which is now secured by begging, comes not with 
love, not with prayer, not with the spirit of self-sacrifice, but only with the 
occasional interest created by special presentation, and in response to the de- 
mand or entreaty of personal appeal. 

“To beg Iam ashamed.” 

II. Because this begging degrades the Ministry. Already the “ begging Par- 
son” has become an object of scorn. He is listened to with resignation from 
the pulpit; and he gets his little package of “scrip” and dollar-bills from a 
congregation which feels obliged to give “ something,” their own Parson looking 
on; but he knows and feels that he is regarded as “only an agent,” as at best a 
surpliced beggar. He enters Mr. Baring’s counting-room on Monday, and when 
he is yet a great way off, his white cravat signals to Mr. B. the thrusting of his 
check-book into the drawer; he is treated with refrigerant coolness; he cringes 
on the hinges of his knees and is almost insulted, or he ventures to assert his 
needs and is put off with transparent excuses. Poor man! He bows himself 
out, nor, in his smallness, touches either side of the door, and dreads to try the 
next name on his list, and wishes churches came from Heaven ready-made, or 
Druid temples were in fashion, or tabernacles of skins—any thing, rather than 
that he should deg. But that dear parish of his at home—the dearer for the pov- 
erty of those with whom he has cast in his lot and to whom he ministers in love— 
so sorely needs the hundreds that contractors ask or claim, and has so truly ex- 
hausted its own ability to give, that the beggar passes on. He is endured here, 
snubbed there, smiled out in one place, virtually turned out in another; he is 
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told that “a Parson came here begging an hour ago, and two yesterday ;” that 
“really, sir, the Church swarms with beg: , with Clergymen soliciting aid,and . 
es fs impossible for business men to find time and money enough for them 
all. 

I will not further amplify ; but I will say, “in conclusion,” that these experi- 
ences do degrade the Minister ; his office is lowered in the esteem of the people, 
and he himself is lowered in his self’s esteem. 

“To beg] am ashamed ;” and if lever beg again, it shall be because my pride 
deserves the penance of a taking-down, or else because J shall think myself to 
be an appointed scourge to men. 


SS Se 


SYSTEMATIC GIVING. 


Rev. anp Dear Sir :—It is a source of sorrow and distress to all who long for 
the spread of the Gospel, to read, month after month, of the want of means for 
the work so distinctly set forth in Taz Srrrir or Missrons. With such a large 
number of professed Christians as are included in the Church in the United 
States, it seems surprising that we should find that all Missionary work, 
whether Domestic or Foreign, is clogged for want of money. But it is too. 
true that in this age of luxury and extravagance, the only retrenchment that is 
practiced, is that which concerns the service of our Lord. It is truly mortifying 
to see the efforts that have to be made for the purpose of raising money for 
God’s service: fairs, entertainments, concerts, even raffles, are required in order 
to induce members of the Church to contribute money which is God’s right ; and | 
notwithstanding all these efforts, the supply cannot satisfy the demand. It is 
evident that there is something wrong in the system of contributions to the 
Church. The question is, What is it? It cannot be that all the members 
of the Church are hypocritical in their professions. We cannot believe that 
it is simply from selfish motives that they eat of the bread and drink of the 
wine of the Eucharist, hoping to save their own souls, regardless of the condi- 
tion of the rest of mankind, and with no care for the glory of God in the 
spread of the Gospel. What, then, is the cause of this apathy, and who is 
responsible for it? 

Weare told, “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” If we judge of the Chris- 
tian spirit of the Church by the contributions for Missions, we must conclude 
that there is little or no vitality in it. But we hope that such is not the case, 
and it behooves us to look for the cause why this most vital point in the duty 
of Churchmen is not more punctually discharged. 

“A plan” is suggested by J. M. D., in the February number of Tux Spirit oF 
Misstons, for raising a sum of money for Missionary purposes, and it commends 
itself at once to the mind as a very feasible and practicable plan for raising an 
amount of money for a specific purpose ; but itis not continuous in its nature. It 
is a good plan for practice, say once a year, but it must be achieved by the raising 
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of atemporary excitement, which will expend itself at the moment, and the sub- 
sequent reaction will produce a corresponding dearth. What the Churchshould re- 
quire from her membersis, that they should act froma sense of duty, and not waitto 
have their money drawn from them by sensation preachers or exciting seasons. 
The money for the Lord’s treasury should be a constant stream, flowing regularly 
and uninterruptedly, ever keeping up the supply, and thus permitting those 
appointed to distribute it to occupy themselves with the subject of appropria- 
tion, in the place of having their minds absorbed in the question of how to raise 
the means, 

It is with a feeling of much diffidence that I hazard an opinion on the work of 
the Clergy ; but as an humble member of the Church I have contemplated their 
work for years, and do now state that 1 consider that they are responsible for 
the embarrassment of the Church. There is to be observed in almost all the 
churches a hesitancy on the part of the Clergy to preach to their congregations 
on the subject of the tithe required by the law of Moses for the expenses of the 
worship of the Temple. This law of setting aside the tenth part of each man’s 
income to the service of the Temple, was just as binding on the Jewish nation 
as was any law of the Decalogue, and it was yielded to and acquiesced in without 
a murmur, as a matter of course; the tenth part of every man’s income was 
paid into the treasury of the Lord, and the sacrifice was never without a victim. 
It was never intended that this practice of the Old Dispensation should be abol- 
ished in the New Dispensation. On the contrary, in St. Matthew, chapter xxiii., 
verse 23, we find, in the words of our Saviour, a distinct confirmation of the law 
of Moses in this particular; where, in upbraiding the Pharisees for their neglect 
of the weightier matters of the law, He distinctly indorses the tithing practiced 
by them on mint, anise and cummin. This tithe is the source from which the 
services of the Temple drew the supply for their magnificence; all expenses of 
the Church were defrayed by this means, and this was a constant, never-failing 
source of revenue for all expenses incurred in the service of Almighty God. 
The Jews were taught that the tithe, or tenth part of their income, belonged to 
the Lord as His right. We demanded it of them; the Priests did not beg it; 
they demanded it boldly as the Lord’s right, and it was obediently yielded. 
Whatever more could be contributed was also given as a gift, but the tithe was 
demanded. Zaccheus gave the half of his goods, and no doubt many others 
gave in like proportion; but the tenth of the income was given by all; whether 
rich or poor, high or low in estate, all contributed the tenth of their income. 

What would be the condition of the Church in the present day, if our Church 
Members could be taught this simple truth, that God requires His tithe at their 
hands? Itis our Clergy who are responsible for not preaching this simple, vital 
truth. It is the law of God, conveyed through Moses, confirmed by our blessed 
Lord, and the Clergyman who does not practice it, who does not preach it and 
enforce it among his flock, neglects to provide the most necessary means for 
advancing the cause of the Master whom he professes to serve. 

Mind can hardly conceive what might be the result were the practice of tith- 
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ing introduced into the Church as an established, practice. An army of 
preachers would be abroad, and all the ends of the world would hear the 
words of Salvation. 

What gives such power to the Church of Rome in the United States? 
It is composed of the poor, laboring class principally, and yet it is rich, because 
the Priests demand the money in the name of the Lord. Look at the wonderful 
success of the corrupt Mormon sect—to what is it due? It is due to the precise 
and accurate tithing that is practised among them as a part of their religious 
faith. 
Were it not a fact beyond dispute, it would be thought incredulous that, in 
this day of enlightenment, the Church should have lost sight of the vital means 
required for her advancement. Never has the Church required more means to 
enable her to battle with her foes, and never has she appeared more apathetic. 
The subject of money seems to be the only one that a Clergyman will not ap- 
proach with his congregation. He seems to feel as if he were begging, instead of 
demanding a right; he seems to forget that he speaks for God; and I fear that 
much of the want that is felt in the department of Missions is due to the 
hesitancy of the Clergy in charging home upon their people their duty in respect 
of tithes. ; 

I do not propose to enlarge on this subject; I only wish to do my little to draw 
attention to what I think is the essential want in the Church. I feel that there 
is a great struggle on foot, and as a soldier of the Church I cannot restrain my 
ardor in the fight. 

If you think these plain, unstudied remarks worthy of presentation to your 
readers, I shall hope that I have tendered to some members of the Church a 
subject of contemplation, which may redound to its advancement, and to the 
consequent glory of God. Heaee 


——$—$__—<—_t > + ___— 
Santee Acency, NesrasKxa, March 30th, 1869. 


Mr, Wii1amM Watsu, Philadelphia : 

My Dear Frienp :—I arrived here Easter Eve (Saturday) at three o’clock. 
The river had broken up and the roads were spring-like, so we were a day and 
anight and the half of another day in the stage--fourteen passengers, and we 
(the men) had to walk up all the hills and at muddy places; my poor feet have 
suffered, and I am housed again. We got on this side the river and neared the 
house; I looked for Mary (my wife), and all came out to meet me but 
she, and my heart failed me; but it was pleasant to learn that she was 
at Wapashaw’s house at evening prayer, the last Lenten Service. Every 
day they have been held and a sermon preached, and all well attended. She 
(Mary) said, “Just now in Service,I was moved to tears; a poor old blind 
. Indian came and stood at the door, and could find no room or passage to come 
_ in, and Paul went out and took] him*by the hand, and led him to his own seat 
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beside the catechists, and I could not keep the tears back to see such ten- 
derness among men who so lately were wild.” My catechists have done nobly, 
and are now much interested in the Yankton Mission, which they undertake 
next week. 

Matthew died during my absence, full of faith, and for days longing to go 
where his children had gone before. All the young men here looked upon him 
as a Saint indeed. It is so blessed to think of these young men—holy, earnest 
and trustful ; putting us to shame in their simplicity of faith; and yet they are 
Indians, and mighthave been almost fiends, but for God’s mercy in establishing 
and perpetuating this Mission. Matthew wore his cross on his heart when he died, 
and it was a matter of doubt among the Indians whether or noit should be buried 
with him. Christian Taopi, who prayed with him daily, said, “No; whena 
man dies his work lives ; and among heathens a son inherits his father’s medals 
and charms. This cross must bear Matthew’s holy life and work to a successor 
who will make it a living sign of salvation for our people.” I have received 
during my absence many letters full of loving words and praise of this work,— 
and God knows we need some trouble and the cup of humility to keep us from 
pride and self-conceit. I am sure that all these words of comfort and admira- 
tion only make both Mary and myself ashamed that we are so weak and can 
do so little well, and I am glad it is so; if we can learn this lesson, I am sure 
God will bless us in prosperity, as He has in sorrow and sadness of heart. Since 
my absence, Mary has been very sick indeed, but is now better, much better. 
My little Harry lay at the point of death for several days, and Paul came and 
prayed with him, and when Mr. Williamson came home he came and prayed 
for him also. God gave us his life. It is so pleasant to think how peaceable 
Christians are here: an Indian Deacon and a Presbyterian Minister praying 
for our dear boy ; and we feel that God heard them both better than ourselves, 
for we are too much blessed just now. 

The Indians are looking anxiously towards Washington. Do please see that, 
whatever happens, these Santees are enabled to go ou with their farming and 
get a title to theirfarms. It will take much money for a few years, but then 
with proper care they will be self-supporting. News from up the river repre- 
sents the wild Indians as preparing for war as soon as the grass grows; they 
now feel satisfied that the Government does not intend to keep the treaty, and 
they hunger for plunder. I do not think they will trouble ws, but they will 
probably go on the Pacific Railroad route, where they can capture trains and 
horses. : 

A man was killed by them at Fort Randall last week, forty miles above 
here, a soldier, and they took six mules from him. He was killed near the 
fort, with soldiers looking on, but they were unarmed, and before they were 
ready the Indians were away. 

The chiefs and old warriors at the Reservation above, as soon as they heard 
it, got possession of the stolen mules and returned them, and are now trying 
to arrest the young man who committed the murder. 
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They say they want peace, but it is impossible or them to control their 
y oung men until the Government keeps faith with them, and helps them by 
adopting means to teach their young men better ways of life. 

I wish persons interested could be here and see what ought to be done, for I 
am sure it would not be difficult, nor take long to inaugurate better ways of 
dealing with these wild men who are now rushing to their own destruction. 
Three of my catechists go next week to the Yankton Agency to prospect for a 
proper location for our Mission buildings. My plan is to send up a married 
eatechist to live there, and two others, one a teacher, and the other to teach 
music; they can live together, and their united stipends will support them. 

We need much a cheap melodeon for teaching our pupils. I think one can 
be bought for forty dollars. Please write Washington news; the treaty must 
be carried out for our Indians at least. 

I am ever sincerely, yours, 
(Signed) Samuet D. Hiymay. 


[Hatract from Letter of April 3.] 


* * T am glad to see by a Paper sent me that you saw General Grant and 
others, and we hope for your success and pray for it. 

The fifteen dollars sent you is our Easter offering, and for Bishop Morris. I 
have a plan for a hospital and will send it by next mail. Nearly all the tribe 
have been and are sick, and my medicines are nearly out. Many whites are also 
dying at Yankton and along the river ; the disease seems to be a fatal lung and 
brain fever ; the opening spring will probably bring health. 

We want instructions sent out for a survey of land. A surveyor ought to 
be employed for the summer; it will take some months to locate all our 
families. 

I am in haste to send by a messenger, may God bless you in all you may do. 

Sincerely yours, od BSE ts 


<)> + 


REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF ARKANSAS. 


Tue undersigned respectfully submits to the Board of Missions his Annual 
Report for year ending Ist October, 1868. ; 

At the last meeting of the Board I was absent from the country, in attend- 
ance upon the conferences of the Bishops of the Anglican Communion at 
Lambeth. ' 

Returning at the close of the year, and spending a few weeks in attending to 
such matters as had accumulated during my absence, I began my Missionary 
travel in the month of February, and have continued it, with few intermissions, 
up to the present time. ta 
_ In giving an account of such “ Missionary travel” (for the term Visitation 

does not rightly apply in a field so uncultivated), it seems best to present, 
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instead of a continuous diary, a classified sketch of the places visited and the 
~ work done. 
I begin with 


THE MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM. 


From the 19th of February to the 27th of March I was engaged in visiting 
the countries which lie on the Mississippi River from the line of Louisiana to 
that of Missouri. In this time I was passenger on twelve steamboats, and 
officiated in each little centre of population along the river. 

In all this long line there is but one Clergyman. The Rev. Mr. Hackett 
officiates at Helena, and has a prosperous parish. He presented to me thirteen 
persons for Confirmation. 

At Lake Village (concerning which Bishop Oey wrote with so much 
enthusiasm in his report to your body; that garden spot in what used to be, 
so I am told, the richest country in the South) I found most of the community 
bankrupt. There was not a resident Preacher or Teacher in the county. They 
can promise nothing at present to resuscitate the parish. I visited everybody, 
encouraged them to hope for better times, and brought three persons to Con- 
firmation. 

At Napoleon I found that no service of any sort was held. Some of the 
more thoughtful among the people sought to remedy this deficiency by estab- 
lishing a Prayer-meeting; but none of them had the skill or the confidence to 
“Jead in prayer;” so they read the Bible, sang hymns, and thus sustained 
Prayer-meeting without prayers. 

My heart yearned over these people. I taught them to use the “ Mission Ser- 
vice,” and left them a supply. I Baptized here eleven children and four adults, 
but deferred the Confirmation of the latter until they could be better 
instructed. 

At Laconia I came into another neighborhood, once remarkable for its wealth, 
but now broken in fortune. There is still a large population, perhaps eight 
hundred people, within a radius of five miles. No sermon had been preached 
in that neighborhood for seven years until my visit. 

While the congregation was gathering on Sunday, I overheard some of them 
talking about an old man on the island near by, who was lying very ill. In- 
quiring the way, I went after service in the direction indicated, and on hailing, 
a young man, son of the sick person, came over in a skiff. He informed me 
that his father had died within an hour, and added: “I wish you could have 
come,sooner, The old man was wishing all day yesterday that there was some- 
body in the neighborhood who could say a prayer for him.” 

In contrast with this sad picture,I may place Osceola and some country 
neighborhoods in Mississippi County, There I found Church families who had not 
seen the face of a Clergyman in many years; but they had kept up family 
prayer and said the Service on Sunday. The children had been taught their 
duty, and with little further instruction were ready for Confirmation. 


1 
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I came away knowing that these residents on the river have no religious 
privileges to look forward to, save those which attend my annual visit. There 
is little hope that Clergymen can be found adequate to our need until we can 
raise up a native Ministry. 

This exploration ended, I returned to Little Rock, and spending two days at 
home set out upon a travel which occupied me from the 30th of March to the 
15th of April, in the region of 


THE UPPER ARKANSAS. 


The parish at Fort Smith, under the Rev. Mr. Sandels, I found in good con- 
dition. Mr. Sandels has a female school under his direction. There is a 
Sunday-school for white children and one for colored, both doing well. I 


_ Confirmed ten of the parishioners. 


At Van Buren the church building is dilapidated and all effort suspended. 

The road over Boston Mountain to Fayetteville is famed for its badness. 
Being furnished with a good horse, and being favored with the company of the 
daughter of a Clergyman, the four days’ travel was made on horseback, much 
of it in storm and rain. It seemed cruel to rouse my companion long before 


_ day to encounter a pouring rain, but, protected by a water-proof, she endured 


the storm and enabled me to reach my appointment. 

At Fayetteville Mr. McManus presented three candidates for Confirmation. 
A room has been neatly fitted up for Divine Service. The Rev. Mr. Hoge, from 
California, has since my visit come into the country, and promises to make a 
useful Missionary. He is not yet transferred to my Jurisdiction. 

“St. John’s Associate Mission School” is the name given to an institution 
just about to go into operation near ray OP owls I reserve some remarks 


- about it to the close of this Report. 


This Visitation ended, I remained at home nearly three weeks. During this 
time a Convocation of the Clergy assembled in Little Rock, and discussed pri- 
vately and publicly certain topics agreed on beforehand. I also delivered to 
them a charge upon “ Religious Thought in the Church of England,” and upon 
the morning of Sunday, the 3d day of May, ordained to the Diaconate Enoch 
K. Miller, late a Presbyterian Minister. 

From the 7th of May to the 10th of June I was occupied in traversing 


THE RED RIVER AND OUACHITA REGION. 


At Camden there has been no Clergyman for nearly two years. Services 
have been sustained by a Lay-reader, and the Sunday-school is kept up. Iam 
endeavoring to provide for this important place. 

At El Darads we have a few communicants, and a small church building, 
now falling into ruins. 

I now entered upon the Missionary Circuit occupied by Rev. Mr. Jenkins, 
some sixty miles in its extreme length, visiting Lewisville, Spring Hill, Wash- 
ington and Greenville. At Washington alone of all the stations we have a 
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church building, which has been very neatly fitted up by the energy and by 
the manual labor of Mr. Jenkins. He presented to me ten persons for Confirm- 
ation. 
At Arkadelphia there is no parish. I performed many services and Confirmed 
three persons. We greatly need a Clergyman at this point. t 
Spending three days at home, I resumed travel in the direction of 


THE LOWER ARKANSAS. 


Here I visited the parish at Pine Bluff, where Mr. Trimble has been laboring 
for many years with much energy. He has on hand all the materials for the 


finest church in the State. I fear the scarcity of money will prevent him from 
covering it in this fall, as was proposed. Four persons were Confirmed. I re 

gretted that I could not pursue my travels down the valley of the Arkansas, . 
where there are several interesting openings for the Church. I had need to re- # 
turn and visit another community where appointment had been made. g 


At the Hot Springs I spent several days. The large concourse of visitors 
at this remarkable watering-place invests it with peculiar interest. Several 
hundred dollars have been collected among the visitors for the erection of a 
chapel, and the services of a Clergyman are much desired for the next season. 

Returning to Little Rock, the month of July and the first week of August 
were spent at home. My excellent assistant, Rev. Mr. Robert, after faithful 
work, resulting in the Confirmation of a class of fourteen persons, had been fur- 
loughed by the Vestry in pursuit of health, and the duties of a large parish 
devolved upon me, so far as I could discharge them. 

Most of the month of August was spent in visiting the region of 


THE UPPER WHITE RIVER. 


There are here some six or seven points at which I have officiated and where 
the Church ought to be established. The Rev. Mr. Albert occupied two of 
them, Batesville and Jacksonport, and his death, by a fall from his carriage, 
was deeply mourned by the whole community. 

Seldom have I seen better success than attended the two years’ ministry 
of Mr. Albert in Batesville. For devotion and reverence, especially among the 
young people, his congregation at Batesville is worthy of much praise. I Con- 
firmed there after his death fifteen persons, and Baptized ten children, 

A brief circular put forth by me, stating the necessities of Mr. Albert’s fam- 
ily, elicited a general and liberal response from all parts of the country in 
sums varying from one hundred dollars down to one dollar. The whole 
amount contributed is not far from fifteen hundred dollars. 

The account thus given is but an outline, and does not include the details of 
my work. I have traversed the State with little intermission, by all manner 
of conveyances, through many deep waters and beneath scorching suns. There 
are now not a few communities who look to me as their only Pastor; many 
congregations to whom I have taught the service, sentence by sentence. I 
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would that the work had been done more wisely, more devoutly and with more 
marked results. The Church thinks not good to intrust her Missionary Bishops 
with many talents. It has been my aim to expend the little wisely, to discharge 
as a hireling my day, leaving results with Him who loves the Church and is 
never unmindful of His afflicted spouse. 

My more important official acts during the last year have been as follows: 
Baptized—adults, 10; infants, 60 ; total, 70; Confirmed, 96; sermons and 
addresses, 185; administrations of Holy Communion, 25; ordained Deacon, 
1; Presbyter deposed, 1. 

In concluding this Report, I must advert briefly to the Associate Mission 
School near Fayetteville. 

This title expresses not that which is, but that which we hope, may be. The 
gift of a few friends has enabled me to purchase a beautiful site, some forty 
acres in extent, with buildings sufficient to accommodate the teachers and 
scholars of a school of very modest pretensions. 

Ihave secured the services of a competent layman to inaugurate a school 
under my general direction. Inthe absence of any income, we can do no more 
than that which is authorized by the receipts from tuition. 

My greatest need just now is of a moderate income for this institution ; 
‘with such assistance we may hope to make it really an Associate Mission, to 
extend Missionary work over a very considerable territory, and to conduct 
an institution where the boys of the Church may be devoutly educated, and 
the claims of the sacred Ministry distinctly set before them. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Hewry C. Lay, 


Missionary Bishop of Arkansas. 
House of Bishops, New York, October 11, 1868. 
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REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF MONTANA, IDAHO AND UTAH. 


To the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America : 

Wire a heart full of gratitude to Almighty God, I prepare this my Second 
Annual Report as Missionary Bishop of Montana, Idaho and Utah. 

I cannot but feel assured that His blessing has rested upon my field, His 
help has sped our work, His guidance and protection have been abidingly 
near. 

The work done under Him I would report as follows :— 


MONTANA. 


At Virginia City, the capital of the Territory, Church Services have been 
continued uninterruptedly for the thirteen months that, have elapsed since my 
last Report. Throughout the winter and spring I remained there. In June, 
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the Rev. E. N. Goddard and wife arrived. He now has charge, and is living 
in the Rectory, a comfortable house that was donated to us by a kind friend who 
owned it. We have built St. Paul’s Church at an expense of three thousand 
six hundred and fifty-four dollars, and it is entirely paid for. Of this money 
the people of Virginia City gave-all. but five hundred dollars. The beautiful 
chancel furniture and the Communion Service were provided by the same 
friend who gave us the Rectory. 

Mr. Goddard and the Romish Priest or Priests are the only Ministers in . 
Virginia. The statistics of St. Paul’s Parish for the fourteen months since we 
began work there are as follows: Baptisms (infant), 16; marriages, 2; 
burials, 7; present number of Communicants, 10; Sunday-school children 
registered, 60; average attendance, 25; teachers, 4; contributions for Church 
purposes, $4,916.60. 

Mr. Goddard is working steadily on. Since I left he has secured money 
for painting the church, and for other improvements. Our plan has been for 
Virginia City to support its own Rector; but so depressed in its business has 
it become of late that I am fearing for the issue of the plan, and presume that 
I must stand by in the crisis to help from such trust-funds as faithful givers 
at the East may provide for me. 

At Helena, the largest town in Montana, and its commercial centre, the Rev. 
Mr. Goddard held services for two or three months in the fall of 1867. Here 
and at Blackfoot City, near, he Baptized six children and solemnized a mar- 
riage. Ihave also solemnized a marriage there. The Helena people raised 
for Church purposes $437.90. For Helena I want a Clergyman at once. If 
I can provide a suitable man for them, the people will take full care of him 
from the start. A Methodist Minister and a secularized Campbellite preacher 
alone, of religious teachers, are in the town (always excepting the Roman Cath- 
olics). Helena is growing in population and wealth. I have already taken 
measures for securing a most eligible corner lot for a church. As God will 
help us, so must we begin Church work there this fall. 

In Deer Lodge City, a pleasant town in an agricultural region, growing 
steadily, if slowly, and promising to be permanent, the Roman Catholics alone 
have done any thing. They have there a church and a Priest. A Sunday- 
school is now started in which all the Protestants help, and I have furnished 
for it catechisms and Sunday-school books. Three lots were given to me in 
Deer Lodge, which I have fenced at an expense of $100, the pecple themselves 
giving me $46 of this sum. I want to get a Clergyman for this town soon. 

Bozeman, Gallatin City, Blackfoot and Bannack I have visited, and I hope 
to look to them as needs require. In these places, on my Visitation in July 
last, | Baptized one adult and twelve children. 


IDAHO, 


Our one parish in Idaho Teritory is St. Michael’s, Boisé City, of which your 
Missionary, the Rev. Mr. Miller, has charge. Besides St. Michael’s, there is a 
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Methodist congregation in Boisé, but none other, Strangely, the Romanists 
have done nothing here. Boisé is the capital of Idaho, and in its appearance 
and population is decidedly a pleasant town. Mr. Miller is doing steady, effi- 
cient work, as may be judged from the following record: He began his labors — 
July 14, 1867, at which time St. Michael’s had eight Communicants. These 
are the statistics for the last thirteen and a half months: Communicants, 33 ; 
Confirmed, 16; Baptized, 18; marriages, 3; burials, 14; Sunday-school 
scholars, 59; teachers, 8; contributions for Church purposes, $3,046.71. Last 
November, Mr. Miller began a parish-school, with a lady-teacher. He and 
Mrs. Miller are now teaching in it until I can secure for it a man-teacher. 
There are 37 scholars. I want a man for it, and one who can teach music and 
train St. Michael’s choir. A man and his wife can be and will be generously 
supported if either can teach piano music. In Boisé we own the church and lot, 
the Rectory and three lots, and an entire block of ground besides—and all out 
of debt. If our teacher or teachers for the school can be secured, our hopes 
beat high of laying, under God’s blessing, strong and broad foundations for the 
Church in Idaho Territory. 

Idaho City, more populous than Boisé, is not so promising. Already, from 
gradual exhaustion of the placer mines, it is on the retrograde. I shall keep a 
watch upon it. Only the two Romish Priests and the Chinese heathen priest 
are at work here. Thirteen have been Baptized by Mr. Miller and myself in 
Idaho City, and two Confirmed. 

Silver City, in the midst of quartz mines, is to be, I think, permanent and 
prosperous. It is a town of 1,500 inhabitants. As yet no Minister of any kind 
is there; but a Romish Priest is soon coming, and I want to send a Clergy- 


- man there at once. The people will provide him a full and generous support 
’ from the start. The Church ought to be pushing on her work there now. All 


we need is the man for it. Alas! must we wait long, and lose our time to 
strike for want of him? In Silver, three have been Baptized, three Confirmed 
and one buried. The people are already bestirring themselves in securing an 
excellent lot on which to build a church. As yet Mr. Miller keeps up a pas- 
toral supervision of Idaho and Silver, although they are thirty-five and sixty-five 
miles distant from ‘him. 


UTAH. 


Our work in Utah is confined to ‘one place, Salt Lake City. Here three 
Clergymen are engaged—your Missionaries, the Rev. G. W. Foote and T. W. 


» Haskins, and besides the Rev. H. L. Foote, who arrived on the ground last 


month. We humbly yet earnestly believe that the Holy Spirit is abundantly 
with us in our labors in this strange town. When we published our “ Appeal” 
last fall, the Mormons were incensed; yet their anger worked itself off in 


newspaper tirades against us. These we never answered or noticed, and so, 


thank God, our property rights and our personal safety and comfort have never 
been interfered with. Nay, I must say more, that in general the Mormons 
2 
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have treated us outwardly with civility and courteous respect—forced from 
them, I hope and trust, by our evident honesty, and our daily manifestations of 
kind but firm conscientiousness. 

By our lives, by our teaching of the whole circle of truth as it is in Jesus, 
by our training of the children in the Sunday-school and in the day-school, 
which is always opened by reading the Holy Scriptures, saying the Creed and 
prayer, 1 hope we are doing work that our loving Saviour smiles down upon; 
and thus I cannot but believe we are doing more as He would have us do for 
the erring souls of men than if we were hurling Scripture, history, logic, law, 


fact, common sense at the head of Brigham Young ; or were showing our brav- | 


ery by shouting defiance to his roused, angered, fanatical followers, 

Leave us to go on, then, through prayer and patience and God’s guidance with 
the work we are doing. Ask us not what we think of Mormonism ; call not 
upon us to forecast its future. We hardly know what it is; only we see that 
it is a mighty power, most ingeniously organized, moving with astonishing 
harmony and strength. Wecannot tell what it will be; only we hope, through 
God’s blessing, to help a little to pour the light of His full truth into the region 
where it dwells, until in His own good time, confused and ashamed, it shall 
take itself off with its infamy and slime, creeping to the holes of darkness, and 
leaving the earth brighter and cleaner for its departure. 

Let me tell you what we have done; what we are doing; what we want to 
do in Salt Lake City. In Sunday Services and Lenten Services the Rev. G. W. 
Foote has continued his faithful work throughout the year. In all perplexing 
questions arising from the nature of his peculiar field, his prompt decisions 
have been those of a clear and sober judgment, and his action on the line of 
these decisions has been marked by admirable tact. The Rev. Mr. Haskins” 
management of the school I cannot praise too highly. I thank God for him 
and his faithful help, while he does his important radical work,—aye, his is rad- 
ical work ; it goes to the root of things, as all must admit. 

We began our work in Salt Lake City, May 1st, 1867. The statistics for 
sixteen months are: Baptisms, 73; Confirmations, 31; Communicants, 44; 
Marriages, 5; Burials, 11; Sunday-school scholars, 150; Teachers, 13; Gram- 
mar-school scholars, 100; Teachers, 6; Contributions for Church purposes 
$3,970.62. 

We have bought a lot of ground, an acre and a quarter in size, and on it 
have built a commodious Rectory, in which all the Clergy and their families 
are living. For the lot we have paid—rather we have promised to pay, for 
the payments are distributed on until 1879, to meet the times of the coming 
of age of the several children of the person from whom we bought--$11,000. 
The Rectory, by building which we are saved from payiny a rental of $600 or 
$800 per annum, has cost $6,166.52. 

What we are doing. With another Clergyman added to our force, the Rey. 
H. L. Foote, we are vigorously pushing on parochial and school work. For 
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the school we have rented Independence Hall for a year, the place in which 
we hold Church services. Our rent is $60 per month. 


WHAT WE WANT TO DO. 


1. We want to get out of debt. Iam sorry to report that we are in debt, 
butthe truth must be told. In finishing our Rectory, expenses went far beyond 
estimates. For it we owe $2,500. This sum I have advanced from my own pri- 
vate resources. The debtis due to me. This is all we can be said to properly 
owe, for no more payments on the lot are yet due. Butif we wait to meet the 
payments as they are distributed, we have yet to pay $9,518.00; whereas if I 
can have $6,000 now in hand, I can safely provide for the whole remaining pay- 
ments, and by a secure investment can consider the property entirely paid for. 

Therefore I may say we are in debt to the amount of $8.500—at least, this 
sum I want in hand to meet old engagements before [ am willing to venture 
upon any new undertakings. 

In our “ Appeal” last year we asked for $15,000 for the Salt Lake City Build- 
ing Fund. Only $3,485.91 have been given to us. Iam hoping that God 
will yet send us through His faithful givers the $15,000 that we asked for. 
Then the way to go on will be opened clearly for us. 

2. We want to build a school-house. We greatly need one. We are now 
paying $720 rent per annum for an incommodious place. Materials for build- 
ing are extremely high, and to build what we ought to have, and what we 
must have to meet the work pressing upon us, will cost much money. After 
our debts are paid, after the $8,500 are given to make us square with the 
world, then we must ask for at least $10,000 more for our school-house ; and, 


_ if possible, we ought to have this school-house ready for use in the fall of 1869. 
- May God help us, and turn the hearts and hands of givers to help us, for the 


Saviour’s sake ! 

It may be well to sum up the statistics of all my field: Clergymen, 5; Bap- 
tisms, 142; Marriages, 12; Burials, 33; Confirmed, 52; Communicants, 87; 
Sunday-school scholars, 269; Teachers, 13; Parochial-schools, 2; Scholars, 
187 ; contributions for Church purposes, $12,371.83. 

I would call special attention to this sum of contributions. I wish the gen- 
erous Eastern people to see that the Western people, while thankful for their 
fostering and timely aid, give generously themselves also for Church objects. 

Virginia City, Helena, Boisé and Salt Lake have given more than twelve 
thousand dollars to help us on since we have been among them. Have they 


” not done well ? 


Through the thirteen months last past, gifts have been sent to me as follows: 
To the Salt Lake City Building Fund, $3,485.91; through “ Specials ” of 
Sprrit or Misstons, $4,502.24; in other ways—from the Diocese of New 


York, $1,412.43; Western New York, $666.31; Pittsburg, $350; Pennsy!- 


vania, $176; Connecticut, $109.57 ; Massachusetts, $28 ; Ohio, $20 ; other Dio- 


ceses, $9; sum total, $10,809.56. 
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Of these moneys I have appropriated $54 to Deer Lodge; $976.03 to Vir- 
ginia City ; $1,020.06 to Boisé ; and $8,759.47 to Salt Lake City. 

Besides these, other gifts have come to us of Prayer Books ; special donations 
to Rev. Mr. Foote and Rev. Mr. Haskins, amounting in all to the sum of 
$435.15; scholarships for our Salt Lake school ; clothing for our Mission fields ; 
vessels for the Holy Communion from St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, 
R. I. ; and Prayer Books and Bibles for chancel from Bible-classes of Frank- 
ford, Pa. 

Little more is to be said. My needs are—much money for our Salt Lake 


work ; considerable money for the general work; good men to help us to 


preach the blessed Gospel. 

I would close, as I began, with expressions of deep and earnest gratitude— 
gratitude to all the kind givers scattered far and wide, who, by prayers prom- 
ised, sympathy assured, money sent, have been my never-failing helpers ; grat- 
itude to my brethren of the Domestic Committee for the constant, generous 
aid that has always been extended tome; gratitude to my efficient and faithful 
helpers, the Clergymen at work in my field; gratitude to God the Holy Spirit, 
who hath been abidingly near to cheer my heart, and to mould to the better 
other hearts around me, and who hath preserved me with His loving protec- 
tion through the fatigue and exposure of more than four thousand miles’ travel 
in my Jurisdiction. 

To Him, indeed, I would render fervent thanks; in Him I would place my 
humble trust of the present, my cheerful hope for the future. Whom, with the 
Father and the Son together, we worship and glorify as one God, world without 


end. Amen. 


Dantgt S. Turtis. 
Morris, Otsego Co., N. Y., Sept. 23, 1868. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Ix a former number of Tur Sprerr or Misstons we promised to give, in 
instalments, to all our readers, the thrilling Reports of our Missionary Bishops. 
Agreeably to our promise, we give in our present number two Reports—one from 
the Bishop of Arkansas; the other from the Bishop of Montana, Idaho and 
Utah. The facts and incidents embodied in these Reports, when published in 
the Proceedings of the Board of Missions, reached only a limited number of 
readers ; but such Reports ought to reach the eye, ear and heart of every mem- 
ber of the Church. While the “ journeyings often” of these Bishops testify to 
their abundant and self-denying labors for the cause of Christ, the pictures pre. 
sented by them of both the physical and moral desolation which they witnessed 
in nearly every part of their field of duty, cannot but sadden the Christian 
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heart, and stir up the wills of God’s “ faithful people” to come up at once to the 
work of the Lord. Scorching suns, the pelting of pitiless storms, 


. 


“ Moving accidents by flood and field,” 


Only stimulate these noble Bishops to greater efforts; but when those lately 
“rich and increased with goods,” now entirely bankrupt in fortune, ask them for 
‘the “Bread of Life,” and for want of means and for want of men they cannot 
grant the request, then it is that flesh and heart fail. 

The Apostle asks, “ Who goeth a warfare at any time at his own charges ?” 
Yet we see that Bishop Tuttle has been obliged to advance a sum from his 
own private resources to provide a shelter for God’s workmen. Can they who 

| daily pray to the Almighty, “ Thy Kingdom come,” read such a record as this 
without feeling that while these things are so, their prayer is nothing less than 
a mockery of Heaven? Were the hands of these Bishops held up, as they 
ought to be, by thousands who could help them without imposing upon them- 
selves the least self-denial, they would not be obliged to turn their backs upon 
fields “white already to harvest,” simply for want of reapers to reap the 
golden grain. 

How long shall the Church suffer the reproach of allowing the enemies of the 
Lord to pre-occupy the ground on which she should be the first to lay broad 
and deep the Foundations of His Holy House? 

Were but a tthe of those riches which are wasted on the “tents of wick- 
edness,” expended upon the tents of Israel, the “ comfortable Gospel of Christ” 
might be truly preached to all the ends of the earth; “the Kingdom of Sin, 
Satan and Death” might be broken down; the “dispersed sheep” of the “ Good 
Shepherd ” might be “ gathered into one fold;” and, through the Merits and 
Death of Jesus Christ our Saviour,” might become “partakers of Everlasting 
Life.” 


<< + 4 —___—_ 


SPIRITUAL STARVATION. 


Tuere are openings for our Church in almost every hamlet and town in the 
. United States and its Territories. The question is, Why do we not send men 
~ to win souls for Christ, and gather them into His visible kingdom, the Church, 
where they may eat the “ Bread of Life,” and serve the Lord evermore? ‘True, 
there are not men enough in the field. But there are men enough; there is a 
’ body of reserve in the rear, that cannot be brought forward because the Laity 
“have the Lord’s money in their coffers, their storehouses and lands, and will 
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not even give Him tithes of His own, when His dear children are dying of 
spiritual starvation—famishing for words of truth, for the Gospel of Jesus. 
We had a long time been of the opinion that a certain devout, earnest young 
man ought to be in the Ministry, At last in this Lenten season we summoned 
courage to talk with him. We found it no new subject to him; he said his 
mother had dedicated him to the Service of the Lord in his infancy. He told 


me of an astonishing number of Ministers in this city, waiting for parishes_ 


He said, one he knew had gone back to the “receipt of custom” to eke out his 


livelihood. He spoke of another Minister that might have had a parish, within - 


one or two hundred miles of New York, but was only offered $300 a year—a 
little over $5.75 per week; not the wages of an errand boy! / 

Is it any wonder that young men are not strong enough to look starvation 
in the face, when they have mothers and sisters, or wives and children, looking 
to them for support? Something is wrong, when such young men are held 
back from a work that engages their whole soul. 
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E DITO. RAL. 


LARNEST AND GENERAL EFFORT NECESSARY TO SUC-- 
CHSS IN MISSIONS. 


In the present exigency of our Foreign Missions, every thought that will 
tend to their strength and progress is important. Some gratifying and en- 
couraging letters have been received; four admirable Pastorals have been issued 
by the Bishops; and a gradual increase of contributions has taken place; these 
- are grounds for thankfulness and praise. But has the Church as one come up 
- to her whole duty in this important matter ? May we not hope that more of 
her able minds and hearts will rise and speak burning words for this, the true 
cause of our Redeemer ? 

Are all the smaller and weaker parishes doing their duty, or are they rely- 
ing on the wealthy—the city churches—to do the work in their stead? If the 
latter, it is an error, one affecting seriously their interests both as individuals 
and as churches. Look atthe poor widow with her “two mites which make a 
farthing,” and think of the Saviour’s commendation of her gift. Why were 
they put on record? Do they not show thatno individual however, poor—no 
. parish, however small—isfree from obligations to Christ and the world—free 
from the duty of responding to the calls of the Church for the advancement of 


the Redeemer’s kingdom, even to the sending of the Gospel to the heathen ? 
* According to that aman hath” isthe Divine rule for giving, embracing every 


“man, woman and child; and, “the Lord lovetha cheerful giver”—gifts made 


‘from the principle of love—the ground of acceptance. 
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It isa great mistake to suppose that the benefit of such giving—giving to 
objects of charity from right motives—is confined to the recipient. A reflex 
influence is felt in the heart of the donor, and that to a higher degree. “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive,” is the positive testimony of Him who 
gave Himself for us. Hence, it is not simply the duty of every member of 
the Church to “give as God hath prospered him,” but his privilege also, one, 
when duly improved, which brings down from Heaven a blessing on the soul. 
This holds, too, in regard to churches—it is equally true in the two cases; for, 


being in harmony with the Divine will and precepts, it must have the Divine. 


approbation. Indeed, is it not true that no other giving, giving—from love to 
Christ, and “as God has prospered us”—can be pleasing to Him; and, hence, 
conducive to our spiritual good? This being so, it follows that all avarice, 
niggardly giving, or lack of true benevolence, exerts no healthful, but the rather a 
withering influence on the heart—the award of divine truth and justice. “ What 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” “There is that scattereth, yet increaseth ; 
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 

It is an established truth that, in every parish in which the pastor leads his 
people in works of benevolence, keeping them informed on the needs of the 
Church, her missions and their recurring demands, earnestly and affectionately 
pressing home personal obligation, a due response is given, and a correspond” 
ing activity and spirituality become visible; and this must be so, for God has 
promised it, and Heis Truth. “The liberal soul shall be made fat.” “He 
that watereth shall be watered himself.” 

But, notwithstanding these truths, so prominent on the pages of God’s Word, 
and so familiar to us all, some attempt to defend themselves in their neglect 
of so plain a duty, and disregard of so high a privilege, by excuses and objec- 
tions, which, if made in any other cause, would lead to a forfeit of all claim to 
sincerity or common sense. Passing by many excuses too frivolous to be 
noticed, we hear it sometimes said that our Missions are too expensive, or do not 
make adequate returns. Whose is the right to judge on the score of expense? 
Do not such excuses accuse the Saviour of exaggeration,—of using language 
without meaning? “ What shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?” “ What 
doth it advantage him if he gain the whole world and lose his soul.” 
Can dollars and cents be put in competition with that which they cannot buy ? 
Let us look at home on this point. What does it cost to save souls in this 
Christianized, civilized land? Yonder splendid church, with its magnificent 
appointments, its salary and appliances for worship—what do they cost? 
Multiply the thousands of dollars by the number of churches in one city, and 
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_ the product will exceed largely the expenditures of all the Missionary Societies 
in the United States. 

Does the Mohammedan, the Hindoo, the Chinese, the African or South Sea 
Islander, complain of the expense of his religion, and refuse to meet its claims 2 

And, as to adequate returns, who here is the judge ; and what the standard ? 
We may question the fitness or judgment of the agents employed in this great 
work, but not the character of the work itself; nor, of our obligations to sustain 
it. These points have been decided by Him who sitteth on the Throne; and 
have His sanction in the fact that “He gave His only-begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him might not perish, but have eternal life.” 

To require large returns in any enterprise, without previous corresponding 
exertions, is unreasonable. Comparatively speaking, but little energy and per- 
sonal effort have been expended in the cause of Missions. To some persons 
this would seem otherwise, considering the number of societies engaged; of 
sermons on the subject, of meetings held and addresses made; but, these are 
efforts not aggressive on heathenism, but. to rouse the flagging interest of 
Christians, and make practical their sympathies in behalf of this heaven-born 
work. ‘They are not the efforts of a Christian nation, nor of the whole Church 
of Christ. With such intermitting, feeble movements on the part of Christen- 
dom, have we any right to expect large results? But, notwithstanding the ~ 
smull force in the field, the annual deficiency of funds, and the difficulty of sus- 
taining a due interest among Christians in this work, the success, so far, is 
- beyond our reasonable expectations. This isthe testimony of the Church in 
this country and in Europe. We know that God needs not man’s agency ; but 
He has condescended to employ it, and to lay upon it His solemn injunction, 


declaring as the rule for its success, that, ‘as a man soweth, so shall he reap.” 


FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ABOUT CHINA. 
Exsewaere in this number we have inserted a brief notice of the valuable 
work on China by the Rev. John L. Nevius, and for the benefit of those of our 
-. readers who may not see the book, we propose now to refer to a few of the 
facts and observations contained therein. But in the case of a work like this, 
every chapter of which contains so much that is interesting and important, the 
difficulty is to decide what to refer to. We will lessen the difficulty, however, 


‘by confining our attention to those subjects which have a more immediate bear- 


‘ing upon the evangelization of the country. 
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FAVORABLE CHARACTER OF CHINESE IDOLATRY. 


About one hundred pages of the volume are devoted to an account of the 
idolatrous systems and various superstitions of the Chinese, and the following 
favorable comparison is made between the idolatry of China and that of other 
nations :— 

“Dark as the picture which has been given of Chinese idolatry is, it is not 
without gleams of light and hope. The very character of the idolatry itself con- 
trasts favorably with that of almost any other nation of history. There is in 


China no deification of vice as in the systems of idolatry of Greece and Rome; 


no lascivious rites such as are practiced at present in India; and there are very 
few of those hideous and repulsive images which are met with in most heathen 
nations. It isa fact well worthy of notice also that the temples contain no 
nude images or figures, except that of the infant held in the arms of the Goddess 
of Mercy.” 

The author might also have stated that from the earliest period of Chinese 
history to the present day, there has scarcely ever been any immolation of human 
victims or other cruelties in connection with réligious worship which were 
practiced by owr forefathers, and by most heathen nations, ancient and modern. 
This almost entire absence of impurity and cruelty from the idolatry of China 
is owing-—(1) To the influence of the moral teachings of Confucius, which are 
superior to those of any other moralist who was enlightened by the truths of 
Revelation. (2) To the fact that the popular religion of the country is Bu- 
dhism, which is the mildest and best of all heathen religions. 


WORSHIPPERS IN THE TEMPLES. 

On New Year’s day, and some other stated occasions, the men outnumber the 
women in the Chinese temples; but take the worshippers day by day, and they 
are mostly women. Upon this subject Mr. Nevius says :— 

“The worshippers in Budhist temples are for the most part women, and 
these are generally advanced in age. The young women are confined to their 
houses by the multiplicity of their domestic duties and the customs of the 
country, which forbid their appearing in public. In consequence of the inferior 
station of women in China and their peculiar trials, being a woman is regarded 
as a great misfortune; and in the ‘bitterness’ incident to their present lives 
they console themselves with the hope that their earnest devotions at the shrine 
of Budha will gain for them the position of ‘a man in good circumstances’ in 
the future state. They suppose that the neglect of worshipping Budha would re- 
sult in being born again in one of the lower orders of animals.” 
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What a dark picture we have here not only of woman’s social, but also of her 
spiritual degradation! And how should it move the hearts of Christian women 
at home to be the means of rescuing the multitudes of their own sex in China 
from such bitterness and darkness! 


IS THE IDEA OF THE TRUE GOD ENTIRELY LOST IN CHINA 2 


In the Chinese classics which Confucius compiled and edited, the term heaven 
has a meaning nearly akin to that of God; and Dr. Morrison and others have 
asserted that China’s great teacher believed in and worshipped the true God 
under this title, he meaning the same as we do when we say, for instance, “ May 
the blessing of Heaven rest upon you.” Now as these classics are studied in 
all institutions of learning throughout the Empire, it would naturally be sup- 
posed, if Dr. Morrison’s view be correct, that the idea of one supreme over- 
ruling Deity would extensively prevail in China, and influence greatly the con- 
duct and worship of the people; and such undoubtedly would be the case were 
it not that the standard commentary on them,and which is always publish- 
‘ ed and studied with them, explains this and other terms in a pantheistic sense, 
and says that heaven simply means an “all-pervading principle.” This com- 
mentary was written in the twelfth century by the renowned Chu Hii, the 
most brilliant writer that China ever had ; and so great has been the influence of 
this man that,as Mr. Nevius says, “If we examine the language and literature 
of this people, and interrogate native scholars and dictionaries, we will not find 
- a word in the language which, according to present usage, conveys the idea of © 

our supreme God, and it is almost impossible to find it at all well defined in 
the minds of any of the people.” 

But however smothered and dormant the idea may be, it is impossible to al- 
together eradicate it; and, as among other heathen people, so among the 
Chinese, there are still some faint glimmerings of it remaining. Upon this sub- 
ject Mr. Nevius makes the following very interesting observations :— 

“ This conception, though covered up and almost hidden by the superincum- 
bent mass of idolatry and superstition, may still be detected more or less clear- 
ly, particularly in the minds of the common people. - The following phrase is 

often used: ‘The eye of heaven is near.’ The adoration of heaven by the peo- 
ple is by no means uncommon. Persons in the habit of practicing it sometimes 
have a little incense-vase fastened to the outside of their doors, In this they 
place a lighted incense-stick, and then, with uplifted eyes and hands, they stand 
‘and worship. This seems to be regarded as a higher and more spiritual hom- 


-age than that which is offered to idols in temples.” 
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“This half.smothered and dormant instinct is stimulated to greater activity, 
and finds a clearer expression in times of special emergency and trial. The 
insufficiency of idolatry is never so keenly felt as when the soul is overwhelmed 
with affliction. It is not uncommon with individuals who have lost their prop- 
erty, or who are afflicted with disobedient and vicious children, or who, in cases 
of oppression, have failed to obtain justice and redress from their officers and 
the worship of the different gods, in the bitterness of their spirits to turn from 
the idols, perhaps even curse their gods, and cry earnestly to heaven for help. 
Hence the common adage, Ath tseh hu tien—‘In your extremity you cry to 
heaven.’ It is as strange as it is sad that these innate promptings and testi- 
monies for God have been so repressed and chained down by prevailing errors, 
that they have never found a clear expression or been construed into a consist- 
ent religious system.” d 

We cannot forbear adding, that it is also very sad that so few Christian min- 
isters are willing to imitate St. Paul, and go to these people and say, “ Whom 
ye ignorantly worship, Him declare we unto you.” 

In an article in our next number wé propose to refer to what the author of 
this excellent book says upon the benevolent institutions and the tract literature 
of the Chinese, and the character and results of missionary labors. 


—_———_$<t 4 + oe  ___—_. 


THE BASLE MISSION AND THAT AT CAPE PALMAS. 


Tue letter of Rev. Mr. Auer, written while he was at the Basle Mission on 
the Gold Coast, will be read with interest by all friends of Missions to Africa. 
Some facts, however, respecting this Mission should be here stated in connection 
with the early operations of our own Mission at Cape Palmas. 

The Missionary Society of Basle, in Switzerland, projected their Mission to 
Africa in 1828. Four Missionaries were sent out, who landed at Christians- 
borg Danish Accra, on the Gold Coast. Three of them soon died; the third, in 
1831. In the following year three others arrived, one a physician, two of 
whom died in a short time, and the third, Mr. Riis, hoping to find a healthful 
locality, moved to the mountainous region of Aquapim in the interior. He 
was well received by the king and the people, and was induced to make Akro_ 
pong, a large native settlement, his station. Two more Missionaries arrived in 
1836; these died soon after their arrival, leaving Mr. Riis once more alone. 
The Society at home became disheartened and contemplated the withdrawal of 
the Mission ; but faith and hope finally prevailing, their efforts were renewed. 
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Mr. Riis, who had returned to Switzerland, undertook, with the aid of the 
Government, to establish a colony of Christian negroes on the coast, and with 
his associate, Mr. Widman, and a colored man, educated in Switzerland, landed, 
in 1843, a company of twenty-seven from Jamaica, whom he settled at Akro- 
pong. In 1844 a chapel was built and Divine service formally opened. 
Missionaries, with farmers and citizens from Europe, arrived from year to year, 
and the Mission, with the usual alternations of prosperity and adversity, was 
continued. In 1866, thirty-eight years from its inception, the community, includ- 
ing converted natives, consisted of one thousand and eighteen members, of 
whom thirty-three were whites. In 1868, according to Mr. Auer’s statements, 
the white Missionary force had increased to fifty, and the annual expenditure 
forty thousand dollars in gold. The history of this Mission during the first 
eight or nine years of its existence presents a melancholy contrast with ours at 
Cape Palmas for the same period. From 1828 to 1836, one Missionary, on an 
average, died every year—eight out of nine. A like mortality attended the early 
. operations of the Mission of the Church Missionary Society at Sierra Leone. A 
late number of the Church Missionary Intelligencer makes the startling statement, 
that during the first forty-five years of its existence, two Missionaries, on an 
average, died annually. 

Taking the statistics of our own Mission at Cape Palmas, which began its 
operations formally in 1836, we find that during the first eight years, fourteen 
white persons were sent out, of whom, three only, two females and one ordained 
Missionary, died. The Swiss Mission lost eight owt of nine ; our Mission, three 

out of fourteen. 

In the ninth year of the Swiss Mission but one Missionary remained, having 
one station. In the ninth year of our Mission, there were five stations, with a. 
Missionary and his wife at each. Of other statistics, we have neither time nor 
space to speak. 

The question will, no doubt, here arise to the mind of many on reading this 
letter of Mr. Auer, what has caused the difference in the present results of these 
Missions ? 

Neither time nor space here, again, will permit us to say much on this point. 
Sufficient answer, however, will be had in the difference of the manner in which 
the two Missions have been sustained. At the present time the Swiss Mission 
has fifty white agents ; our Mission has eight—two ordained Missionaries and 
‘six females. While they have been expanding, we have been contracting our 


‘operations. It is true that to some degree, the civil condition of our country 
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has been a cause, but not the only cause. While the statement of the Board of 
Missions is before us, that “fourteen hundred of our parishes, North and West, 
did not contribute one dollar to Foreign Missions last year,” have we not a 
solution of the problem ? 

But notwithstanding the unfavorable circumstances attending the operations 
of our Mission, good progress has been made. Facts will confirm the statement, 
that no Mission on the coast of Africa has accomplished so much in a given 


time, and with such limited funds and agencies. Our Missionaries have long 


been calling for aid, for “men and means.” They have been doing double - 


duty and are rapidly wearing owt, praying and hoping that men will soon be 
had and help be forthcoming to gather the fruits of their labor in the past, and save 
the Mission from threatened disaster. Shall these dear, devoted brethren be disap- 
pointed? With such success as God has granted to the prayers, faith and per- 
severance of the Missions at Sierra Leone and Akropong before us, can we not see 
our duty? Can we not hear the voice of Christ, the great Head of the Church, 
in His commands and His promises? And shall we not hasten to the relief and 
comfort of our beloved brethren of the African Mission ? 


——— ell 


Bisnorp Wiis has written a letter for The Carrier Dove, addressed to the 
children of the Church. His especial object is to excite among them an inter- 
est in Foreign Missions ; and to give this interest life and growth, he recom- 
mends that they direct their attention to the specific purpose of supporting a 
Missionary to Japan, a country at this time offering great encouragement to 
Christian effort. 

The letter is decidedly interesting. He first lays down facts showing the 
degradation of the people, and on them bases his appeal. He states the case 
of a man who made an offering, but when asked what particular God it was to 
which he had sacrificed, could not tell. Their deities now number 8 000,000 ! 
No wonder that many cannot determine what particular god to worship! 

‘Do you not think,” says the Bishop, “that we ought, that we are in duty 
bound, to teach these poor Japanese about God their Father in Heaven, and 
Christ their Saviour, who died to redeem them? Iam sorry to have to tell 
you that our beloved Church has not a single Minister of the Gospel to preach 
to them. This makes me sad and sick at heart.” He then proposes that they 
send forth and sustain a Missionary to Japan as their own Missionary, and asks: 
“Will you do so? I know that hundreds of warm little hearts ,will say, 
‘Yes! Then let the little busy hands go to work and collect _the money, and 
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send it to the Secretary and General Agent, 19 Bible House, at once, and ask 
him to send yowr Missionary immediately, for it is sadly true that many poor 
heathen are dying daily without having heard of the child J esus, who came into 
the world and died to redeem them. In six months I shall expect to see your 
Missionary in Japan. Do not disappoint me.” 

He then makes another request, equally important, if not more so, that they 
will give also their prayers, that the Missionary they send out “ may be 
blessed of God, that the Lord will open the hearts of many to receive the 
truth, and that He may lead many poor heathen to the foot of the Cross.” 

.The children of England are adopting this plan; why should the children of 
the United States be behind them ? 


IS EA eRe 
LATEST DATHS FROM CHINA AND AFRICA. 


Late communications from China inform us of the continued health of the. 
- Missionaries. They were looking with confidence to the early arrival of new 
associates and'the pecuniary aid so much needed. 
Our letters from Africa mention the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Auer in health, 


and the advanced convalescence of Miss Savery. 

Bishop Payne,so long enfeebled and manifesting no recuperative powers, 
thinks that his usefulness in that field is at an end, and, under a conviction of 
duty, has signified his intention to withdraw from the Mission. His arrival in 
‘the United States may be expected early in June. In retiring from a service to 
which thirty-three years of the best portion of his life have been devoted, he 


makes the following record :— 

“1, My unaltered and unalterable conviction of the paramount claim of this 
great heathen field upon the Church. 

“2. That no Christian Church can expect the uniting, loving, transforming 
and aggressive presence and power of the Divine Head which does not engage 
earnestly in the work of evangelizing the heathen. 

“3, That the exigence of this particular field among the heathen, and of the 
Church itself, requires the perpetuation of a Missionary Bishopric and a constant 
supply of Missionaries from the bosom of the Church. 

“4, That my own preservation and labors in connection with the Mission for 
_ nearly thirty-three years, demonstrates that foreign Missionaries may live and 
' labor on this West coast of Africa as well as the hundreds engaged in commerce, 
in civil or military duty. 

«5, I would call on candidates for the Ministry and our Ministers to come 
over pieety and help the solitary foreign Missionary whom I leave in the field.” 
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The convictions of Bishop Payne thus embodied, as he was about taking one 
of the most eventful steps of his life, are submitted to the prayerful considera- 
tion of the friends of the African Mission. Shall that Mission be sustained? is 
the simple question before the Church. May the Lord give us all the needed 
light on this point, and the needed grace to do His will! 


GIFTS OF THE KNEES. 


Tur native Christians in Abeokuta, Yoruba, West Africa, call spiritual 
blessings, Zkonigha, “ Gifts of the Knees,” because obtained on the “ bended 
knees” in prayer to God. They make a correct distinction of God’s blessings : 
those derived from Him through the laws of nature, and those through the 
laws of grace. 


NAVIGATION OF THE CAVALLA RIVER BY STEAM. 


Bissor Payne mentions the projection of a mercantile enterprise, by a firm 
in New York, which promises to be of great benefit both to the Colony and 
our Missions at Cape Palmas, It is the navigation of the River Cavalla for the 
purpose of developing the resources of the interior of that region. 

It is known to the teaders of Tue Sprriv or Missions that wars have fre- 
quently arisen out of the jealousy existing between the natives of the coast and 
of the interior ; the former oppressing the latter, and subjecting them to the pay- 
ment of exorbitant commissions for the selling of their produce on the coast. This 
custom, and the feuds thatearise out of it, have often interrupted the operations 
of our Mission, especially retarding the progress of the interior stations. 
Should the enterprise in contemplation be conducted on correct principles, 
these jealousies will subside, and the obstacles hitherto in the way of our Mis- 
sion be removed. The interior natives also will become more susceptible to 
the influence of Christianity, and our station at Bohlen become one of 
importance. 


Se 6 


PEACE AMONG THE GREBOES. 


Arter more than a year of hostility, involving distress and death, the two 
divisions of the Grebo tribe at Cape Palmas have made peace. Free inter- 
course is now had with all points on the coast. 
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. AFRICA. 
EXTRACTS FROM BISHOP PAYNE’S MONTHLY RECORD. 


CavaLia, January 9th, 1869. 


Returnina from Cape Palmas on Monday, on the 6th our anniversary of 
Epiphany services were held. 


PROPOSED NAVIGATION OF THE CAVALLA BY STEAM, 


In the evening (Wednesday), at our stated service, we had unexpectedly 
present, Colonel J. W. Cooper, with thirty volunteers, fully armed, en route 
to open the Cavalla River. They spent the night at Cavalla, and proceeded 
next day in two boats to ascend the river. In this enterprise they are warmly 
seconded by Captain B., of a business firm in New York, who is anxious to 
develop the great resources of the country watered by the Cavalla. He has 
associated with him two enterprising citizens at Cape Palmas, and proposes, if 
possible, to put a small steamer on the river. In this I rejoice; both because 
this company propose to dispense with rum in their traffic, and because thus 
- we hope a way will be opened to Bohlen and the interesting region around. 
To-day, by God’s mercy, I have passed my fifty-fourth anniversary! To His 
Name alone be the glory for all the good that is in me, or hath been wrought 
by me! 

TREATY OF PEACE. 

January 10 (1st Sunday after Epiphany).—In Mr. Auer’s absence, to-day [ 
took the half-past seven o’clock service as well as for the remainder of the day. 
_At the half-past ten o’clock sermon there were but few heathen present ; but, 
. for once, I felt like excusing them, as they were engaged in native ceremonies 

connected with making peace. One part of this ceremony consists in tasting a 
powder in which human liver is said to be an ingredient! The friendly Ny- 
ambo tribe, joining the Greboes on the north, are the umpires in this case be- 
tween the belligerents. The Cavalla people, with their allies and enemies, 
have once more a respite from war. May they be thankful and improve it! 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO MISSIONS. 


January 17 (2d Sunday after Epiphany)—On Wednesday evening our 
monthly Missionary meeting was held. The collection taken up next day, by 
sending around a subscription-book to Christians, amounts to about five dollars. 
Our Female Sewing Society. raises, besides, about fifteen dollars; and the little 
_eontributions of the children in cocoa-nuts, sugar-cane, etc., in New York, re- 
alize nearly five dollars more. The mail came punctually on the 13th, with 
papers and letters. The former announce the appalling calamity causing the 
instant death of Rev. Messrs. Parvin, Rising and others. Well, 2¢ 2s God who 
takes or spares His servants in healthy America or sickly Africa! ‘“ May we 
always own His hand !” 
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THE EXPLORERS OF THE CAVALLA REGION SUCCESSFUL. 

Yesterday as I came from evening prayers I was glad to hear the cheerful 
notes of Colonel Cooper’s band in Cocoanut Avenue, in front of the Mission 
House. They had been quite successful, having gone up to the Falls in their 
boats and visited Bohlen. They found everywhere a friendly reception. Gen- 
eral visiting through the large town yesterday brought out a larger heathen con- 
gregation this morning than usual. At night the girls’ school-house, where we 
hold evening service, was literally full of scholars and Christian villagers, with 
a few visitors. I must evermore thank God for thjs flock gathered out of the 
wilderness. 


CONFIRMATION. 


January 24 (Septuagesima Sunday).—At the half-past seven o’clock service 
this morning I confirmed ¢en persons—two from the Hoffman Institute, seven 
from our schools, and one from the heathen town. There are several candi- 
dates not quite prepared. It is now farming season, and because, alas! the 
people do not remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, most were engaged 
to-day at the blacksmith shop, preparing implements for clearing rice farms. 

January 31 (Sexagesima Sunday).—l have visited, the past week, generally 
through the native towns. The men are on their farms, except a strong guard 
left to take care of the villages. The women show great readiness to engage 
in religious conversation. This is the case even where they were once least 
disposed to do so. 


INFLUENCE OF FEMALE CONVERTS. 


This is to be attributed chiefly to the influence of the female visitors from 
the Christian villages, who go regularly to these places to tell the women of 
Jesus and His salvation. Most of these women assent to the truth of Chris- 
tianity ; one or two express their sense of readiness for Baptism. 


STATISTICS OF CAVALLA STATION FROM ITS COMMENCEMENT. 


The mornings of the past week have been chiefly occupied in writing up the 
history of Cavalla Station since I took charge of it in October, 1839, little 
over thirty years ago. Coming with my wife at that time, and one native 
girl, not a communicant, I find the statistics of the station as follows :— 

Baptisms—infant, 165; adult, 187; total, 352. Confirmations at Cavalla, 
183. Communicants admitted at Cavalla, 190; present number admitted at 
Cavalla, 82. Whole number confirmed at all stations, 648. Ordinations in 
all: Deacons—foreign, 2; Liberian, 8; native, 4—14. Presbyters—foreign, 
3; Liberian, 7; native, 1—11; total, 25. So in faith, in patience, in suffer- 
ing, in death, Christ’s kingdom comes in Western Africa. 
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REPORT OF REV. S. D. FERGUSON (COLORED), OF CAPE PALMAS. 


Iy presenting my annual report to this Convocation, I do so with heartfelt 
"gratitude to Him “in whom we live and move and have our being,” for con- 
tinued health and the disposition still to labor for the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom. 

My duties remain the same as reported at our last meeting. 

Divine service has been conducted regularly at St. Mark’s Church, excepting 
on two or three Sabbaths, when the heavy rains prevented; and the Word of 
God, we trust, has been faithfully preached. The congregation, I am pleased to 
say, is on the increase, and the attention manifested in the Word read and 
spoken affords encouragement. We regret not having been able to hold service 
oftener than once on the Sabbath, owing to the distance of our residence from 
the church. We hope, however, soon to do so. We are glad to report better 
attendance at our Friday afternoon prayer-meeting than formerly. This meet- 
ing often proves refreshing to both pastor and people. On the Friday even- 
ing preceding Communion Sunday we have a communicants’ meeting, when 
the praises of God are sung, His Word read, a short exhortation made, and 
some of the male communicants, being called upon, offer prayer. Thus we 
- strengthen each other, and prepare our minds to receive “the emblems of 
Christ’s dying love.” 

The Missionary Society connected with the Church is still kept up. Meet- 
ings are held regularly on the first Sabbath evening in every month, when 
items of Missionary intelligence are read from different parts of the world, and 
thus the progress of Christ’s kingdom made known to all who manifest interest 
in the same by their attendance. 

The Sabbath-school, still under the faithful superintendence of the Hon. ae ie 
Gibson, is in a flourishing condition. There are one hundred and fifty-four 
scholars and eighteen teachers connected with it. I visit the school and cate- 
chise the children on the first Sunday in every month. 

The demonstrations at the anniversary on Tuesday last, especially the offer- 
ing ($71.94), show that there is life in the school. The little school at Mt, 
Vaughan, numbering forty-six scholars and six teachers, is a branch of this. It 
is under my superintendence, and I trust will, with that of St. Mark’s, prove a 
lasting benefit to the Church and country generally. 

The parish day-school, under the efficient tuition of Mrs. Sarah J. Simpson, 
numbers seventy-one scholars and is doing well. 

My duties at Mt. Vaughan are the same as last reported. Mr. Elliott teaches 
_ the school, which numbers thirty scholars. The beneficiaries, as well as the 
- day scholars from the Colony, are advancing in useful knowledge, as the exam- 
ination two weeks ago manifested. We have had to perform the painful task 
of expelling one of the beneficiaries, the eldest then in the institution, for 
grossly immoral conduct during the last term. Young men will, in spite of all 
‘that we can do to prevent it, take the wrong course sometimes. 

Morning and evening devotion with the boys and other members of the 
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family is conducted regularly by Mr. Elliott and myself. On Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings I hold service and preach in the chapel as usual. Mr. 
Elliott assists in reading the service here as well as at St. Mark’s. The attend- 
ance at these night meetings is as usual—sometimes good, at others very poor. 

Such is my work. These duties which I have mentioned, with pastoral 
visits on four days in the week, consume the whole of my time, and demand 
much more than] can command. And yet, after all, J do not know that I can 
boast of having accomplished much. From the pulpit, as well as in private 
conversations, I have endeavored to sow some seed for God. Many, I dare say, 


have fallen by the wayside, some on stony ground, and some among thorns;. 


but I trust, some, however few, have fallen in good ground, and shall spring up 
and bear abundant fruit to God’s glory. 

The statistics of my charge for the year are as follows:—Communicants, 
105; suspended, 3; restored, 2. Baptisms—adults, 2; infants,16; total, 18. 
Candidates for confirmation, 12; marriages, 6; funerals, 20; number of 
scholars at parish day-school, 71; at high-school, including beneficiaries, 30; 
number of Sabbath-school chore 200; teachers, 24. Amount collected for 
church expenses, $83.08 ; for the poor, siohudens offering on Thanksgiving day, 
$49.40; amount collected by the Missionary Society, $23.62; Sabbath-school 
contribution, including anniversary offering, $119.04; total, $275. 14. 

8S. D. Fereuson. 


LETTER FROM THE REY. S. W. SETON, A NATIVE CONVERT. 

Mr. Ssron is among the fruits of our Mission at Cape Palmas, and is one of 
three native Ministers on our list of Missionaries, 

It is a fact worthy of remembrance at this time, that for forty years, the 
Church Mission at Sierra Leone had no ordained native. The Rev. Samuel 
Crowther, now Bishop of the Niger District, was first ordained in 1843. In less 
than half this period, Bishop Payne has admitted several to Holy Orders, three 
of whom are occupying important positions. 

Rey. ayp Dear Brorner :—Thinking you will be happy to hear from me 
once more, I how write. The great work of disseminating the seed of the Gos- 
pel among the sable race of ours in this country, is still carried on with faith. 
God still preserves our lives and sustains His work in our midst. 

A MISSIONARY TOUR IN THE INTERIOR. 


About two months ago, when I went to Bohlen and the Bush country gen- 
erally, I was pleased to find all the stations on the river, excepting one, doing 
well. Ipreached and administered the Holy Communion at almost all of them, 
and found the teachers and catechists faithful to their respective duties, 


MONTHLY VISITS TO GRAHWAY, 


] always find Messrs. John Farr and James Bayard in readiness to accom- _ 


pany me to preach in all the six towns of Whole and Half Grahway. The Gos 
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pel is attentively heard here ; but there is not as yet a motion among the “ dry 
bones.” 


CAPE PALMAS NATIVE TOWNS. 


Each of the towns in our neighborhood enjoys the privilege of hearing the 
heavenly message on every Sunday morning, and receives a weekly visit from 
me. A great many of the people apparently believe the Gospel to be the true 
Word of God and the means of eternal life; but some are losing their faith in 
the Gospel through the fear of being killed in war. Amuiets are substituted 
in the place of the Gospel, in order, according to them, that they may be pro- 
tected from injury of the bullets or shots. 


HOFFMAN STATION. 


I have very little trouble with the Christians here; they generally show 
good example of a new birth and growing in grace. 

I have to hold Sunday prayers, preach twice on the Sabbath, and once every 
Wednesday. 

To lessen the expense of the stations, the Bishop has sold the Mission House 
here to a young man, and consequently I am obliged to build a house of my 
own. In doing this Ido not wish the Committee to appropriate any special 
amount of money for it, but I will be more than happy to receive aid from a 
friend or friends of the African Mission. May God still bless Africa! 


LETTER FROM THE REV. MR. AUER. 
CHRISTIANSBORG, NEAR Accra, February 5, 1869. 


On Monday, December 14th, I went to Accra by steamer; Miss Heydt 
was on board, and came along without landing at Cape Palmas. After a short 
stay at this Basle Station, we went to Akropong on the mountains in three 
days’ journey. That was once my home for four years, and the birthplace of 
my Willie. On Christmas-eve we were married by the Rev. J. A. Mader, my 
former fellow-laborer. The church was quite new, large and beautiful for the 
mountains, and still decorated with flowers, garlands and large palm-branches, as 
it had been consecrated but a few days before. Indeed, we were the first couple 
married in it. Higher and larger than any other building, it looks out over the 
hills, with its two large crosses on the roof, telling the heathen and Moham- 
medan travelers that the “ Word of the Cross” will win the victory and con- 
quer the land. 

The mountain air was rather cold, the more so as the Harmattan wind was 
very strong, so that I at first suffered from a severe cold in my head and a 
troublesome cough; but, on the whole, I was greatly benefitted, and now I feel 
again really well once more. Mrs. A. is quite well, and much pleased with 

Africa. I visited most of the Basle stations, and preached about ten times 
during my visit. Two weeks ago we arrived on the sea-coast again, and to- 
‘ morrow we expect to sail for Cape Palmas, and then begin our work with a will. 
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It is difficult to describe my impressions.of this Mission. [ left here seven 
years ago; since then many changes took place, and I missed several oid 
faces, while new people, whom I knew not, have come out. From here we 
went about eighteen miles in a carriage, drawn and pushed by native men. 
From thence we proceeded by hammock up the mountains, with their huge trees 
and beautiful scenery. Every day we stopped ona station with old friends. 
Everywhere, and especially at Akropong, we were received with great joy, 
and it was rather troublesome to shake hands with so many people, Christians 
and heathens who knew me, and to answer their many questions. As I still 
know two of these Gold Coast languages, I felt the more at home with the peo. 
ple. Many expected I would stay again among them. A young Christian 
(Mikael) wept when I told him that I must go again to preach the “good 
Word” to other Africans who had not as many teachers as they; and my 
former students, now teachers and catechists, threatened to keep me back by 
force. 

There are now thirty-three Missionaries here (partly laymen), and about 
half as many ladies. Everywhere their work has made progress. 

Christian workmen (carpenters, masons, lock and blacksmiths, coopers, 
bookbinders, cartwrights, shoemakers) are already supporting themselves by 
their trade. Others are largely cultivating cotton, coffee, arrowroot, tobacco, 
corn, peanuts, and many fruit trees. Houses are built of sun-dried bricks 
and even of stone; and even the heathen people imitate the Christians in 
forming enterprises and in building fine houses. In several places young. 
congregations have built their own chapels, and houses for the catechists- 
Schools have sprung up where I never saw a book, and Christian congregations 
where formerly no one wished to be baptized. In one such place! found a 
catechist, a teacher, a fine chapel (built by the Christians), and 110 Christians. 
Young men and women, usually from fifteen to thirty years old, come out from 
heathenism by the score, even in out-of-the-way places, where traveling Mis- 
sionaries have been at work. Last year about three hundred were baptized 
in three different nations, and there is yet quite a list of candidates for Baptism. 
Some ofthe common parish and day-schools are rather languishing ; others 
have gone ahead with vigor, and new ones have been opened. There are sev- 
eral small boarding-schools in interior stations; but the rest of the scholars 
must pay a shilling per annum. The principal schools are at Akropong on 
the mountains, and at Christiansborg on the coast. At Akropong there is a 
seminary for catechists and native Missionaries, where they study Greek, 
Hebrew, Theology in all its branches, Ethics, and all that belong to an Eng- 
lish education. In singing and music they are very proficient, and with their 
studies in general; every one attending the examinations could not but be 
delighted. There is also a Grammar-school for the Tji-speaking people (the sem- 
inary admits students from all the Missions). Here teachers are made, and men 
generally useful. They study Bible History, Universal History,Systematic Re- 
ligion, Geography, Church History, Geometry, Arithmetic, Natural History and 
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Philosophy, Greek, English, Tji (Ashantee) and Accra, Grammar, Drawing, 
Music and Singing. This school has four teachers—a German and three natives. 
The third is a large Boys’ boarding-school, preparatory to the Grammar-school, 
with three teachers—a Swiss and two natives. The seminary has three 
teachers—two Germans and one native; the latter teaches Greek and Hebrew. 

At Christiansborg they have a large Grammar, and a Boys’ school for the 
Accra-speaking people, both in two beautiful and large buildings. The staff 
of teachers and plan of studies is like that of the corresponding schools at 
Akropong. A female school for Accra at Abokobi for the Tji people at Aburi, 
both with foreign and native teachers. 

With so many laborers for every branch of the work, they cannot but suc- 
ceed if they are faithful. Very much work has been done, but not wonder- 
fully much for so many. And yet the expenses of the whole Mission (with 
about fifty foreign persons and many natives) were for the last year (1868) 
forty thousand dollars (gold.) 

Where a man faithfully does his work day by day, there the Lord follows 
with the dew of His grace. There is a grey-haired brother on one of the 
mountain stations; he came out in 1846, and has been home once. His tal- 
- ents are not many, and even now he speaks the native language rather poorly. 
But he is faithful in little things; he works persistently ; he goes after indi- 
viduals ; he cares for one and all. Thus he overcame the wildest set of people 
ou the mountains, who were proverbial for their rudeness; he built a large 
house with men whom he had to teach carpenter, sawyer and mason-work ; he 
has built a chapel; and he saw gradually grow up around him several congre- 
gations in three places. Of himit can truly be said : “ Behold, I have set before 
thee an open door; for thou hasta little strength, and hast kept My Word, and 
- hast not denied My Name.” F 

A child is born with six fingers at Kukurantumi. The people are afraid and 
disgusted, and throw it in the bush. A Missionary lady sends forit. She has 
just buried her own first-born babe, and now she takes this poor outcast to 
her breast and nurses it. Thus the child’s life is saved, for no native woman 
would have touched it; and he is now a sturdy boy of three years. His name 
is Gotthieb Kofi, and I know him now. But the name of the lady—well, it is 
written in heaven, and need not be mentioned here. ‘“ Whosoever receiveth 
such a little one in My name, receiveth Me.” The Master said that. And this 
is missionary work: to take poor, outcast Africans to our hearts; to devote our 
very life, our best powers of soul and body, to Africa’s redemption, and He 
who gave Himself for us, His enemies, will accept and bless such self-application. 

. Even you at home cando so. And while we, from lack of workmen, are still 
behind others around us, we will not be one step behind them in facth and 
prayer and work, and not a sheaf behind them in the great harvest day. 
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CHINA. 
LETTER FROM BISHOP WILLIAMS. 
Wocnane, January. 7, 1869. 

Tux last American mail brought me no letter from you, which I attribute 
to the fact that you were all busy getting ready for the triennial meeting of the 
Board. The next, now daily expected, will, I hope, bring long and cheering 
letters, telling me of renewed interest in the Church on the subject of Missions, 
of the great things which have been done for China and Japan, and of rein- 
forcements which are to be sent out immediately to join us. 

[ am afraid you will think that I harp too often on one subject—the want of 
men—and that by such frequent repetition it becomes unbearably tedious. But 
you must bear with me. When a man is in great distress he will complain— 
when in great pain he must cry out. He hopes that some one may hear and 
help him ; and even though he gets no help, it is a great relief to be able to tell 
his distress and wants to his friends, that he may receive their sympathy and 
prayers. It eases his burden not a little if he knows he has their sympathy and 
prayers, even though they cannot themselves aid him. This is just my case. 1 
am distressed beyond measure at the sight of the wretchedness of these people— 
living without God, without Christ, and without hope of happiness hereafter—go- 
ing down to the grave uncheered by the light of the blessed Gospel, unsus- 
tained and unsupported by the presence and Almighty power of the Saviour ; 
and I cannot keep from crying out for help. These things press on me with 
overpowering weight continually day and night, and it is impossible to keep 
silence. The hope that our great want and urgent appeals for help may reach 
some who may be led to offer themselves for the work, and induce some of the 
many in our Church to whom God has intrusted wealth, that they may be His 
stewards and almoners, to send out those who offer, helps to sustain me. You 
will not wish to stop my appeals for aid and thus take away my hope. On 
the contrary, you are well disposed to assist me ; and I am sure if you could see 
with your own eyes our need, you would send forth such frequent, loud and 
earnest appeals, that the Church would be assuredly aroused to a greater sense of 
her responsibility and duty. I wish most heartily that you could pay us a visit, 
and make a thorough inspection of the field and all the parts of our work. 
It would greatly benefit the Mission. You would have a knowledge of the 
greatness of the work to be done, the lamentably inadequate force in the field, 
with the details of the various agencies and modes of working the Mission, 
such as it is impossible for letters to give. You would return so impressed 
with what you had seen, that we should not have to trouble you so often with 
repeated requests for help, for you could not rest till the Church had been thor- 
oughly aroused,and more men had been sent to reinforce the little band now in 
the field. More than that, of the many questions which have to be referred to 
the Committee for settlement, you would understand the bearings, be able to 

furnish information and give advice, so that the delay and hinderance occasioned 
_ by having to write out for fuller information would not be necessitated. Can- 
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not this be seriously entertained, and the Committee invite you, or some one of 
its members, to visit their Missions in China and Japan? When the Pacific 
Railroad is completed, you could come out, spend six weeks or two months in 
making an examination of the different stations, and get back to New York in 
four or five months. 

But to return to my subject, let me entreat that a Missionary for Wuchang, 
and a Missionary physician and one Missionary for Japan, be sent out at once. 
There should be no delay in sending them out, for we are losing time and val- 
uable opportunities. One man now will be worth two or three ten years 
hence. Our boarding-school should be commenced forthwith, for to this, with 
God’s blessing, we look for the training up of teachers, catechists and Minis- 
ters of the Gospel. We feel the need of such helpers both here and at Shang: 
hai, and could employ ten or fifteen most profitably if we had them. 

The Mission is in a more encouraging state than it has been. In November, 
during my visit to Shanghai,I confirmed eight persons in the Church of our 
Saviour. This makes fifty confirmed since my arrival in January last. The | 
Missionaries are all hard at work, and we look earnestly for an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit to cause the seed sown to spring up and bear fruit to the glory 
of God, and praise of the love and mercy of our Lord andSaviour. “Brethren, 
pray for us that the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.” 


LETTER FROM MR. HOHING. 
Wuonane, Cuina, January 1, 1869. 


Rey. anp Dear Sir:—As I said in my last, it is very seldom that one finds 
time to sit down and write letters to friends at home, and especially here, 
where every thing has to be brought into shape and order; but I have never 
omitted to write on Christmas and New Year’s day, the former of which I in- 
deed consider a holiday in China. 

We had on that day our children together, to whom we made small presents 
after our service was ended. | 

In the afternoon I went to Hankow, where I was invited to take Christmas 
dinner with all the Missionaries living here and in Hankow, at the residence of 
a Christian gentleman, a banker, who always has his house open for the recep- 
tion of any one, in case of sickness, etc. 

As Ihave written at length about our station here, I will not refer to it 
again. I hope to be able to write every month regularly concerning our work 
here, if it is desired. I confess that I am well aware that our brethren in 
Africa outdo us in bringing before the public their work, and that it is no 
doubt of great importance, if we wish the people at home to fix their eyes 
upon China. But, until recently, my personal work consisted mainly in acquir- 
ing the language, which requires close and uninterrupted attention. I am 
happy to state that this difficulty is at last so far overcome, that I can, without 
hesitating or fearing to be misunderstood, stand up and preach to the people. 
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What appeared to me at the beginning a most arduous task is now over, and 
I look upon the last two years like a victor over his battle-field. Still one has 
to study daily as long as one lives in China. It is now a pleasure to me, in 
spite of the monotony of the same, to which Iam quite accustomed. Away 
from all others, one learns to put up with many a thing which at first seems 
hard. 

Iam glad to state that Iam well. We are going to make some changes in 
the house ; put at least wooden floors in the rooms ; otherwise, we could not 
stand it to live in our houses. Bishop Williams thought first I should go over 


to live in Hankow; but I am here now, and if we have floors in the rooms, I 


am sure we can put up with the rest, as regards health. I have always enjoyed 
good health here, with the exception that I suffered from rheumatism, owing 
to the dampness of the place we live in, which disturbed me night and day. 
‘Chinese do not feel this, as they are brought up to live on the ground almost, 
owing mostly to their poverty. 

I think we can do a great work here if we only receive aid from home. It 
is a new field. In some respects we have to overcome many more prejudices 
than would have been the case at a place where foreigners are more known ; 
but all this, time will correct, and with God’s grace and assistance, we shall 
make an impression upon the people here, that warrants us to be received 
gladly on the part of the people. But we must have help from home; there 
is too much to be done. 


+e 


GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 


ENGLAND. 

Grvixe up A Cuarce at Home.—The Rev. T. Valpy French has given up 
the charge of St. Paul’s Church, Cheltenham, for the purpose of proceeding to 
India, and, in connection with the Rev. J. K. Knott, establishing an institution 
in the Punjaub which may meet the wants of students and inquirers from the 
educated classes. The Committee of the Church Missionary Society have 
decided to give discretionary power to Messrs. French and Knott in the selec- 
tion, on their arrival in India, of the place at which the institution may be most 
advantageously commenced. On a previous occasion Mr. French almost sacri- 
ficed his life to the cause of the Gospel in India, but this does not deter him 
from going again, now that his health is restored. 


ASIA MINOR. 

PERSECUTION OF THE ReFormep Arcuzishop.—Of Archbishop Meyerdich, 
concerning whom mention was made in our March number, Bishop Gobat writes: 
— At Aintab the good Archbishop Meyerdich, of whom I wrote you as having 
left the Armenian to join our Church, after having gone through a patient exam- 
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ination and comparison of our Prayer Book with the Bible, has been exposed to 
great trials, by petty persecutions of divers kinds, the most trying of which is 
his being prevented from hiring a sufficiently large place of worship, or, if hired 
and paid for, his being prevented from using it for public worship, under the 
most absurd pretexts. However, his Excellency the British Ambassador 
lately informed me that he had forwarded an order from the Turkish Govern- 
ment to the Mushir or Pasha of Aleppo, requesting him to see that justice was 
done the Archbishop and his congregation, consisting of between three hundred 
and four hundred members, to whom he ministers at divers times and in various 
localities.” 


PALESTINE. 

Bisuor Gosat’s Scuoors.—In his last annual letter to the friends and sup- 
porters of his missionary work, Bishop Gobat states that when he opened the 
first school in Jerusalem there was not one of any denomination in Palestine, 
and that now he has thirteen schools, attended by children of several Christian 

- denominations, as well as Moslems and Jews, and that all are taught the pure 
Word of God by teachers who love that holy Word. “Of these schools,” he 
says, “my Orphan Asylum at Jerusalem is the most promising, although last 

' year it lost its Arabic teacher, one of the most pious youths I ever knew. 

Though he spoke but little, he had the most wonderful influence for good upon 

the children. He had himself been educated in the same asylum. A few days 
before his death he spent half of his salary in the purchase of Bibles and other 
good books, which he gave to the better conducted orphans.” These schools, 
and the evangelistic work which is being carried on under the Bishop’s more 
immediate direction and responsibility, are supported by means of the pecuniary 
_ assistance so liberally contributed by the friends of the Bishop in England and 
- Germany. 
ABYSSINIA. 

Lay Misstonary Worx.—In the same letter the Bishop gives the following 
account of lay missionary work in Abyssinia :—‘ For the last twelve years I 
have had lay Missionaries in Abyssinia, at first six, one of whom, Mr. Flad, 

‘joined the London Jews Society, with my full consent, in 1860, in order to 
devote all his energy to that work; and he has, through God’s blessing, suc- 
ceeded in leading a goodly number of Falashas to Jesus their Saviour and 
Messiah. Another died three years ago. The other four, having been kept by 
force in the vicinity of the late King Theodorus, and obliged to work for him 
and teach his people to work, when, nevertheless (except during the last few 

_ months), they had daily opportunities for teaching and preaching to hundreds 

of Abyssinians, have been brought away from Abyssinia, with their families, 
by the English expedition, much against their wish. These dear brethren have 
disseminated about six thousand copies of the Holy Scriptures all over Abys- 
sinia. Those Scriptures are not only read by individuals, Jews and nominal 
' Christians, but they are read also by the priests to the people in many of the 
‘churches. Our brethren have also educated a goodly number of children, some 
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of whom have begun to act in the villages as Scripture-readers without any 
salary. Two of the above-named brethren, Bender and Mayer, spent about 
four months with us here, but their hearts were still in Abyssinia, and they 
have started again for that land with their wives and younger children, leaving 
their older children to be educated in our schools.” 


MADAGASCAR. 


Anxinty or tHe Missronarres.—In our last number we gave an account of 
the remarkable progress of Christianity in Madagascar, and of how this progress 
was being greatly aided by the new Government. It seems that anxiety is now 


being felt by the Missionaries lest the active interest of the authorities in regard 


to religion should be carried to the length of an endeavor to control it. An 
English Magazine says :—“ The Government has been so much in the habit of 
doing every thing for the people, that there is some risk of their being tempted 
to undertake the management of their religion. This the Missionaries will not 
agree to, and it is to be hoped that it will not be attempted. It is certainly 
very remarkable that within so short a period the Government of Madagascar 
should have changed from being the most persecuting, to be the most fostering 
towards Christianity. It will be even more remarkable if that heathen island 
shall by and by exhibit to the world the spectacle of kings and queens the nurs- 
ing fathers and mothers of the Church of Christ, yet allowing her to stand fast 
in the liberty with which Christ has made her free.” 


INDIA. 

Tuen anp Now.—The Missionary Heruld for April says :—“ Sixty-three 
years ago a Committee of the Church Missionary Society reported that Asia 
was inaccessible to missionary effort, and that Society turned its attention to 
Western Africa, The British power in India was limited ; native princes still 
ruled over the greater part of the Peninsula; and the gross darkness of hea- 
thenism everywhere rested upon the people. Last year, more than five hundred 
American and European Missionaries were proclaiming the Gospel in fourteen 
different languages in that field; fifty thousand adult communicants were en- 
rolled in Christian churches; and contributions to the amount of two hundred 


and fifty thousand dollars were made by English residents, military and civ- © 


ilian, to help forward a cause whose benign influence upon the moral and social 
condition of the people compelled their respect and confidence. Such a testi- 
monial from those best qualified to judge bears witness to the reality of the 
work in hand, and of the hope entertained for the future. The sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars, given by native Christians to various objects of 
Christian benevolence, attests their appreciation of the Gospel.” 


NEW ZEALAND. 


Tue Native Crercy.—In an address delivered in England since his return 
from a visit to New Zealand, the Bishop of Litchfield said that when he called 
a synod together in New Zealand there were present five clerical synodsmen 
who were natives, and there would have been seven, but that two had been 
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taken away by death. In the Diocese of Bishop Williams there were ten more 
New Zealanders who had been ordained, and during the whole of the unhappy 
troubles not one of those ordained New Zealanders had swerved from his faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, or taken any part with the disaffected natives. 


BORNEO. 

Success Amone tuz Dyaxs.—The Rev. Mr. Gomez, a native of Ceylon, has 
for about fifteen years been laboring among the Dyaks ‘of Borneo, a race whose 
rank in society used to be measured by the number of human skulls gathered 
as trophies of their prowess. From this people he has collected about three 
hundred converts to Christianity. He labors under the patronage of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The following letter is from an American Clergyman sojourning in Greece. 


. It affords several items of interest respecting the Greek Church and our Mis- 


sion School at Athens :— 
Aruens, January 14, 1869. 


Allow me to send you my first impressions concerning what interests us 
most—the Greek Church. 

The Greeks blend into their character the two prominent features of Eastern 
races, versatility and tenacity. It is of their tenacity I would now write a few 


hasty lines. 


The Greek Church has had a more continuous, unbroken growth than any 


- other Church. No Reformation separates its modern life from the ancient faith. 


Depressed, down-trodden, agonized, the Greek Church, with its ancient creed 
and language, has kept together into the bonds of unity, the whole Greek race, 
however scattered its sons and daughters. When they possessed not a foot of 
ground, the Church and the language constituted the nation and guarded it 
against amalgamation with the disciples of Mahomet, as when on the banks of 
the Euphrates the worship of Jehovah and the hymns of Sion guarded from 
oblivion and total decline, the captive Jews. Hence, a true Greek cherishes the 
ancient idiom of the Testament, and loves as no one else can love, the language 
of Chrysostom, Basil, Gregory and Plato. 

There are no sects in Greece; they do not understand our sectarianism ; 


, there is no heresy practically realized ; they abhor proselytism ; they never ask 


for converts, and look with mistrust upon any one who will abdicate his faith to 
join their Church. The Church and the language have been their double ark of 
safety—the double chain which has made modern Greece possible. To abandon 


’ the Church, is renewing the attempt to destroy the nation. You can therefore 
. readily imagine their profound dislike for those (and very few they are) who, 


. 


294 Miscellaneous. 


under pretence of greater piety, leave the Greek Church for any other denomi- - 


nation whatsoever; they are no longer Greeks! 

When the present young king was represented as desirous to leave his 
Church for that of his subjects, the public mind, it is affirmed, revolted against 
such a change, and applauded when he appointed a Lutheran chaplain to officiate 
in the palace. 

Moreover, there is no vital truth of Christianity which can not be found, 
taught and practiced within the Greek Church. Not so in the Roman Church : 
Roman piety admits but of one color, of one interpretation; it must reflect the 


hues of the papal tiara, and bow submissively to the decrees of Rome’s tyrant. 


Not so in the Greek Church: a pious, consistent, charitable Christian, in our 
own sense of the word, will be admired and applauded. The Greeks of to-day, 
like their forefathers, are intense admirers of the beautiful, whether expressing 
the external beauties of nature, or reflecting back from the earthly background 
of our humanity, traits and features borrowed from “the fairest of men.” 

Judge, therefore, of the intense scorn of the Greeks on those who, under pre- 
tence of charity or for the sake of gain, renounce the Church of Greece. Hence, 
you can understand why all the efforts of so-called evangelical Missionaries, 
have proved fruitless, during many years, in making proselytes. 

What, then, may some say, is the use of Missionaries in Greece? What, as 
American Churchmen and Protestant Christians, have we to do here? Much 
in every way: to help a young Christian community, after its long struggles 
with oppression and heathenism, to grow into manhood. The Christian Mis- 
sionary must come here not to copdemn, not to overthrow, but to help, to lift 
up, to guide. He must come not to withdraw into his circle of religious 
thought, those, in whom, by God’s Holy Spirit, he may have lit a purer flame 
of devotion. He must come not to make converts, but to increase within the 
Greek mind a deeper, higher love for the Gospel, for the leading truths of 


Christianity, and when that is done, to bid him remain in the Church of his _ 


fathers and brothers. He must come here to place reverently on the altars of 
their Christian hopes, a burning coal of love and faith from our American altars, 
that through this contact, a deeper, holier glow may be diffused, and that all 
the superfluous rites, practices and ceremonies which long years of bondage 
and ignorance have accumulated, be gradually consumed away, and that, alone, 
the true lasting fire of Christian truth may shine over our land. 

This is a great work indeed. And this work is not only possible, but is wel- 
comed by the higher and purer minds, asking for help and receiving it without 
servility or flattery. Moreover, the Greek is tolerant, far more than any other 
people. 

As far as I can ascertain, there never was here such a thing as persecution, 
in the true meaning of the word—I mean, a persecution directed by authority 
against Christian men, simply and solely teaching or practicing the Gospel 
truths. If Protestants will commingle business transactions with their Chris- 
tianity, or, if, through intolerance they endeavor to make useless converts, the 
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Greek will look upon this as an insult to religion and fo his Church, and the 
lower classes may be stirred up against such Christians. If this is persecution, - 
T admit there has been such. 

In St. Paul’s Church we have now, and there had been for many years 
before, a choir made up of Greek young ladies. They sang understandingly 
the hymns of our Church, and were present at its evangelical teachings ; yet 
there never was a murmur, a sign of disapprobation. It is so now. Could 
this be possible anywhere else ? 

But pardon me, I have entangled you in a long lane of mine; before bring- 
ing you into Mrs. Hill’s school, on the 6th of January, the Christmas day of 
the Greek Church. See those six, seven, eight rows of dusky complexions and 
black-eyed, intelligent faces; they are all so quiet, and yet all so much at 
ease. See, there is a Christmas-tree, and there a large table heaped up with 
useful gifts, and also oranges and cake. A goodly crowd of ladies and Greek 
priests fills up the vacant places. 

All the children rise: they chant, in Greek, a prayer from their own liturgy ; 
translated literally, it reads thus: “ Heavenly King, Paraclete, Spirit of Truth, 
omnipresent, Thou who fillest all things, Thou the treasure of the good, Thou 
the source of life; come and dwell within us and cleanse us from all sin, and do 
Thou, the only good, save our souls !” 

Then the children were catechized on the Gospels. They recited whole por- 
tions of Scripture. They sang hymns; they sang “ Hail, Columbia!” and all 
standing up with one accord sent to American shores a burst of love and pure 
childlike emotions towards Mr. and Mrs. Hill, wishing them “many, many 
years (oolla ete).” 

At the close of the festivities, young Arthur Tuckerman, son of our Ameri- 
can Ambassador here, gave out of his own little purse, a fine large piece of gold 
for the Cretan children. The gold was at once exchanged for coppers and the 
distribution took place. 

A Greek priest present, moved at heart by the spectacle of order, industry 
and religion, he had witnessed, congratulated the Churchmen of America for 
their achievements here, and wished us prosperity and strength. 

Does not the observance of this festival prove that our Church has been and 
is still doing here a noble work, the work of Christian sympathy? It is inter- 
communion realized not on parchment, but written on the hearts of many. The 
whole system of education is essentially religious. The simple teachings of the 
Gospel prevail in every room of the school and in the industrial department. 

Do not, however, imagine that such a school as this, withall the other schools 
grown up under its shadow and through its influence, has been an easy task! 
I will not speak of the dullness of life in Athens, nor of the difficulties which the 
pronunciation of the modern Greek presents, but simply ask, could such a 
school as this have been begun, continued and carried on in Rome, Madrid, Vienna ? 
How much care, wisdom, prudence, prayer, devotedness, disinterestedness have 
been, day by day, necessary to remove prejudices, to conciliate, to attract, to 
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instruct, to systematize, to teach, to command and inspire love and esteem! 
God has blessed the work begun amid trials, and now it has been a refuge to 
the exiles from Crete—now it is a monument of which the American Church 
may justly be proud of and thankful! It is indeed a jewel in our crown! It 
has been the model and the source of similar institutions. 

It has been my good fortune to converse freely on these matters with two 
Greek priests in commanding positions. Both manifest the desire to see in the 
masses of their countrymen, rise, as a mighty leaven, the leading truths of our 
Christianity—rise from the secondary position where the ignorance and the su- 
perstition, brought on by despotism and carelessness, have so long lowered 
them. They both, with many others, admit that this must be a work from 
within—a work assisted from without—a work made possible by the simple fact 
that the Greek Church has no set of doctrines to be subscribed unto, no limited 
circle of truths to be received, but that her faith is simply “the Gospel and the 
first Councils.” Bishops, patriarchs and archimandrites may severally or 
together, publish or promulgate documents for or against certain favorite truths ; 
but all this is not binding, all this is private matter ; the sole, large, perma- 
nent foundation of the Greek Church is the “ Bible interpreted by the first 
Councils.” As to ceremonies and liturgies, custom is the rule. You at once 
perceive that we can do here earnest missionary work without making prose- 
‘lytes, and that in children, people, priests, if we are but true to the sacred task, 
we will meet with a hearty welcome; and you can rest assured that thus far 
God’s Word and work, notwithstanding many frailties and deficiencies, have 
not been in vain. The precious fruits remain. Many a child of the venerable 
orthodox communion has had the lamp of faith and Christian love replenished 
with the oil of truth from the Episcopal Church in America! Into many a 
cold heart of this classic land has been brought from beyond the A tlantic,—from 
the new land unknown to the fathers of the orthodox Church has been brought 
a burning, glowing, rejoicing fire, bespeaking of the pardon of God through 


Jesus Christ, and converting the cold heart into a holy temple where Christ 
might be born and dwell for aye! 


Tue letter following is as encouraging as it is interesting. The writer’s 


name is unknown, as is the parish of which he has the charge. The truth of 


the following extract we do not doubt: “I venture to predict that any parish 


in the North-west or in the South-west will give its share to missionary work 
this year, if the Rector of it is bold enough, even though the people be poor, to ask 
for contributions in the name of God.” If this be so, what a responsibility 
rests on the Clergy, in respect to the salvation of the heathen !— 


March 29, 1869. 
“ May I write to youa few lines concerning my own experience in the matter 
of obtaining contributions for missionary purposes ? 


Miscellaneous. 297 


“Tam Rector of a new Western parish, with scarcely twenty communicants, 
and all the congregation but little instructed as yet in the missionary opera- 
tions and needs of our Church. Your circular stirred my heart, as it has the 
hearts of all the Clergy; and I made the simple announcement to my small flock 
that the Easter collection would be devoted to Missions. I told the needs of 
the Church in few words; appealed boldly for a liberal response, though it is 
hard times ; and that was all. A few copies of Tux Sprrir or Missions and of 
News from the Foreign Field were distributed, and on Easter morning and 
evening the collection was made. ; 

“The result from this Mission station was almost thirty dollars. 

“| know not whether mine is one of those fourteen hundred parishes which 
you mentioned as delinquent last year. It is of such recent origin that proba- 
bly it was not counted ; but I am glad to be able to send you from this Western 
land, which has received so much, a small amount to testify of the gratitude and 
willingness of the people. 

“T write this to you not to boast, but simply to suggest to my brother Clergy 
that a bold demand made by any Minister of the Church will always meet a 
generous response ; andI venture to predict that any parish in the North-west 
or in the South-west will give its share to missionary work this year, if the 
Rector of it is bold enough, even though the people be poor, to ask for contri- 
butions in the name of God. 

“Tf a parish with twenty communicants will give thirty dollars, how much 
would parishes whose communicants numbered scores and hundreds give ? 
They could not give less; and if. they gave only this, from fourteen hundred 
parishes would come forty-two thousand dollars,—a great lift for the Foreign 
Committee, canceling its present debt, and leaving a balance of $10,000. ; 

“Let the Clergy speak out! Let them demand gifts for the Lord, and they 
shall receiye! Christ speaks with authority ; so does His Church. Why should 
not His Ministers do the same, even to unconverted men ? 

“A Western Missionary.” 


Nor less interesting and encouraging are the following, written under simi- 
lar circumstances, in respect to the ability of their congregations to contribute. 
Self-sacrifice is the true spirit of Christianity. Our Saviour’s example is on 


record, and. enjoined by Him in the plainest terms on His Church: “ Whoso- 


_ever will come after Me, let him take up his cross and follow Me.” Nor is the 


practice of this spirit without His commendation. It is not the amount given, 
but the degree of self-denial from love to Christ, in which the virtue resides. 


“ Of a truth, I say unto you, this poor widow hath cast in more than they all :” 


FROM VIRGINIA. 


“have the pleasure to forward to you the first contribution of my congrega- 
tion to Foreign and Domestic Missions since our late war. We have been 
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fully taxed to keep up our own services, and to contribute something to the 
parishes in the State of Virginia not so well provided for as ourselves. But, 
as our charities are begining again to travel abroad, I hope we shall in future be 
regular contributors to the funds of the two Committees. 

“T send Post Office order for fifteen dollars—the best way I can devise for it 
to reach you safely ; will you be pleased to collect the same, and pay for me 
one year’s subscription to Tue Spirit or Missrons, and divide the remainder 
between the two Missions, Foreign and Domestic ? 


“You must not despise the day of small things; what is given costs us much 


self-denial—indeed, in most cases, from extreme poverty.” 


FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


‘“‘Encioszp I send you an order for twenty-five dollars, the contribution of 
my parish to Foreign Missions. It is a small contribution, but ¢¢ is the best we 
can do under our circumstances. 

“ We uumber forty-five families, and are just now greatly oppressed by our 
Church debt; our creditors pressing us for payment, and the amount to be 
raised, two thousand two hundred dollars. We have felt it our duty to give 
one hundred dollars to our Bishop for his use in the utterly impoverished par- 
ishes of our Diocese, which, with the support of our Church, really taxes our 
very limited means. I trust, dear brother, to send you a etter contribution 
next year, God willing, and a few subscribers to Tum Spirir or Missions. 

“ T hope this will reach you safely. 

“ And may God our Father bless your earnest efforts to spread the Gospel of 
our dear Lord among the nations of the East.” 


“ NEWS FROM THE FOREIGN FIELD.” 

Tue Editor of the Southern Churchman, in a recent number of his paper, 
kindly says :— 

“It has long been a subject of deep regret to members in Virginia, 
who formerly contributed largely to Foreign Missions of the Church, that 
there is very little for this object which it is now in their power to do. 

“ We are truly glad to find something which we can do, however small our 
means. We have met with nothing for a long time which so much interested 
us as a new quarterly publication from the Foreign Committee, entitled 
News from the Foreign Field, published for twenty-five cents per annum. 

“We believe that in proportion as this new publication is circulated and 
read, will be not only the revival of a missionary interest in our Southern 
churches and the consequent impulse to do what they can, but the increase of 
true religion among ourselves. He who can read the first number, with its 
graphic representation of our Foreign Missions as they now exist, without 
recognizing in our faithful Missionaries an exemplification of Christian labor 


Acknowledgments. 299 


and character under long-continued difficulties and discouragements, can have 
but a faint conception of what they are.” 

This testimony in favor of the News is unequivocal, and coming from such 
a source is received as a clear indication that our new publication has an im- 
portant mission, and that its prospects are encouraging. Testimony also 
from Canada coincident with that of the Churchman, has been received, and 
having like force. The object of the Committee in issuing the Mews is to 
communicate facts fresh from the field of labor, and to do it in such form as 
shall bring it within the means of every man, woman and child in the Church. 


NEWS FROM THE FOREIGN FIELD. 


QUARTERLY PUBLICATION, 


emo 
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The Secretary and General Agent of the Foreign Committee acknowledges the receipt of the following 


- packages from May Ist, 1868, to March 15th, 1869, which have been duly forwarded :— 


Canada West—Toronto. One package from Mrs. H. Cameron, for Miss Muir. 
New Hampshire—Dover. One package from Mr. Renouf, for Rev. Mr. Crummell. 


Massachusetts-—Boston. 


One bag. per Adams Express, for Mr. Stillman, Greece. 


Salem. One box from Anna and Mary Perkins, for Rev. G. W. Gibson. 
One box from Anna and Mary Perkins, for Bp. Payne. 
Rhode Island—Westerly. One package from Christ Ch., for Rev. Mr. Auer. 
Connecticut—Hartford. One piece of gingham from a friend, for Rev. Mr. Auer. 
One box and one package from a friend, for Mrs. Payne. 
One box from a friend, for Rev. Mr. Wilcox. 


New York—New York. 


One bundle from Mrs. Coit, for Rev. J. K. Wilcox. 


Two packages S. S. Question Books from E. K. Society, for Rev. J. K. Wilcox. 
Seventy-five Bibles from Am. B. Soc’y, for Rev. J. K. Wilcox. 
Twenty-five Bibles from Am. B. Soc’y, for Rev. Mr. Doldron. 
One bundle Prayer Books from N. Y. B. and P. B. Soc’y, for Rev. Mr. Doldron. 
One package Question Books and §. S. Liturgies from C. L. Twing, Esq., for Rev. 


Mr. Doldron. 


’ One package Prayer Books and Bibles from C. L, Twing, 


: Russell, 


Esq., for Rev. A. F. 


Rye. 
Rossville. 


One box from Mrs. C. Tracey, for Mrs. Payne. 
One parcel from Mrs. Gordon, for Mrs. Payne. 


One bundle Prayer Books from N. Y. B. and P. B. Soc’y, for Rev. 8. W. Seton. 
One bundle School Books from A. S. Barnes & Co., for Rey. A. Crummell. 
One bundle School Books from A. 8. Barnes & Co., for Rey. Mr. Ferguson, 


Five bundles from Miss Denroche, for Africa, 


One package clothing from Mrs. Webb, for Rey. Mr. Auer. 
One box from Rev. H. H. Bean, for Bp. Payne, 
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Long Jsland—Brooklyn. One bundle from Rev. Mr. Postlewaite, for Rev. J. G. Auer. - 
One bell from S. S., Ch. of our Saviour, for Hoffman Inst. 
One package from Mr. Dows, for Rev. G. W. Gibson. 
One box from the Infant Class of St. Ann’s Ch., through Miss Johnson and by 
two other ladies, for Bp. Payne. 
Flushing. One box 8.8. Library Books, from St. George’s 8. 8., Union Place Branch, for 
Rev. Mr. Wilcox. 
Two bundles S. 8. Library Books, from St. George’s 8. 8., for Rev. Mr. Wilcox. 
Central N. Y.—Oswego. One pasteboard box, for Rey. Mr. Auer. 
Watertown. One box from Mrs. E. K. Ely, for Bp. Payne. 
Western N. Y.—Rochester. Two boxes from Mrs. Rachester—one for St. Mark’s Hospital, and one for 
Orphan Asylum. 
Pennsylwania—Germantown. One box from Madam Clement, for Rev. J. G. Auer. 
Two kegs and one barrel from Madam Clement; for Bp. Payne. 
Danville. One box from G. G. Scott, Esq., for Miss Scott. 2 
Philadelphia. One box from Mrs. Conover, for Rev. Mr. Nelson. 
One box from Miss Wheeler, for Bp. Payne. 
One box from Ladies’ Miss’y Soc’y, Ch. Holy Trinity, for Bp. Payne. 
Eighteen Bibles from a little boy of St. Andrew’s Ch., West Philadclphia, 
for African Mission. 
One box slates, through Rev. J. R. Moore, for Rev. A. Crummell, 
One box from Bp. Potter, Mem. House, for Miss Savery. 
One box for Miss Savery. 
One box Communion Service and linen, for Rev. Mr. Seton. 
One package from Mrs. 8. F. Davis, for Rev. E. Neufville. 
One box from Miss Mary Coles, for Mrs. Payne. 
One box from St. Matthew’s Ch., for Rev. Mr. Auer. 


One box from Mr. Ashurst, for Bp. Payne. P 
One book from Miss A. Mitchell, for Rev. Mr. Auer. ’ 
One valuable package, through Rev. 8. Durborow, for Rev. Mr. Auer. a 


Delaware—W ilmington. One box from Mrs. 8S. F. Dupont, for Rev. J. G. Auer. 
Brandywine Village. One desk Bible from Bp. Payne Colored 8.8., St. John’s Ch., for Hoft- 
: man Institute. 
Maryland—Baltimore. One roll from Rev. Dr. Dalrymple, for Bp. Payne. 
One roll from Rev. Dr. Dalrymple, for Bp. Williams. 
One box from Ladies’ Sewing Soc’y, St. Peter’s Ch., for Rev: 8. W. Seton. 
Washington, D.C. One box for Bp. Payne. 3 
Georgia—Augusta. One box clothing from-Ladies’ Miss’y Soc’y, for Bp. Payne. 
Ohio—Cincinnati. One keg ink from J. J. Butler, Esq., for African Mission. 
Cleveland, One bundle for Rey. J. G. Auer. 
Gambier. One parcel from Rev. R. S. Trench, for Rev. Yung Kiung Ngan. 
Mt. Vernon. One bundle for Rey. J. G. Auer. 
Michigan—Detroit. Four cases and one can, through Rev. B. H. Paddock, D.D., for Miss Scott. 
Miscellaneous. One box for Miss Gregg. 


COMMISSTON 


Home Wissions to Coloreh Prople. 
| ‘ek MAY, 1869. 


EDITORIAL. 


Tue work of our Home Missions to Colored People, and the business of the 
Office, have gone on uninterruptedly since the lamented death of the late 
Secretary and General Agent, under arrangements promptly made-by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. The special duties and responsibilities of his office have 
been temporarily assigned to the Chairman and Corresponding Secretary—Rev. 
Drs. Haight and Washburn. The Rev. Wellington E. Webb, Assistant Secre- 
tary in the office, has been made Secretary of the Committee for the time, 
and placed in charge of the office. The Hon. Edward Haight, President of 
the Bank of the Commonwealth, No. 15 Nassau Street, has kindly acceded 
to the request of the Committee to become Treasurer, and has e»tered upon 
the duties of that office. 

It is gratifying to know that by the energy, wisdom, prudence and untiring 
labors of Dr. Gillette, the affairs of our Commission are in a sound and healthy 
condition. Our work is very promising. The interest of Churchmen in it is 
apparently deepening and increasing. Our receipts into the Treasury are en- 
couraging. All that is now needed is, that the Clergy will see that the col- 
' lections in their several parishes are promprity mapE. May not the Committee 
hope that those Churches which last year did no¢ make any offerings to this 
very important branch of the Church’s missionary work, will certainly not 
fail to remember it this year, and that our kind friends who did send a contri- 
"bution then, but have not as yet repeated it this year, will do so without 
' delay, not waiting for a personal application from our Agent? 
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Remittances to be made to Epwarp Harent, Esq., Treasurer, 15 Nassau 
Street (Bank of Commonwealth), New York. 

Ordinary correspondence to be addressed to the Rev. W. E. Wuns, Office 
Secretary, No. 10 Bible House, New York (Office of the Commission). 

Special correspondence to be addressed to the Rev. E, A. Wasusury, D.D., 
Corresponding Secretary, No. 10 Bible House, New York. 

The Office of the Commission, No. 10 Bible House, is open daily from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. for the transaction of business. 


> 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Ar a meeting of the Executive Board of the Pennsylvania Branch of the 
Home Missions to Colored People, held atthe Episcopal Rooms, Philadelphia, 
March 18th, 1869, the following minute upon. the death of Rev. Charles 
Gillette, D.D., was prepared and presented by Rev. M. A. De W. Howe, D.D., 
and unanimously adopted :— 


The sudden demise of the Rev. Charles Gillette, D.D., “Secretary and 
General Agent of the Commission for Home Missions to Colored People,” 
to which this Pennsylvania Branch is auxiliary, the Board of Managers can- 
not permit to pass without an expression of profound sorrow for the loss 
which the cause that has united us suffers in his removal, and of solemn awe 
in view of this new and most impressive illustration of “the shortness and 
uncertainty of human life.” 

Dr. Gillette seemed peculiarly fitted for the position in which the Providence 
of God had placed him. A man of clear mind, of warm heart, of winning 
address, and of more-than ordinary executive ability,_—born at the North, and 
yet resident in the South through most of his manhood,—he was thoroughly 
qualified to appreciate the character and wants of the Freedmen, and to deal 
with them in an intelligent, enlarged and liberal spirit. His sympathy with 
our local work, his readiness to counsel and to help us by his advocacy, his 
weil-considered plans for the prosecution of the Mission in which we are all 
interested, and the cheerfulness with which he communicated them and looked 
for their success, we gratefully remember, and grieve that we are to know 
the impulse given by these efficient influences no more. 

Yet in the hour at which we are bereft of this human succor, we would not 
forget that the cause is God’s, and cannot die; that it ig His prerogative to 
remove one instrument, and to empower another. On Him we wait in earnest 
entreaty that “aman after His own heart” may be called to bear the stand- 
ard, and to lead on in the cause in which, “faithful unto death,” our friend 
and brother has fallen. And on his smitten and desolate household we invoke 
the care and consoling grace of Him who “ provideth for the poor and needy,” 
and “healeth those that are broken in heart.” 

_ The Corresponding Secretary was directed to forward a copy to the Board 
in New York, and to the family of the deceased. 


Laura S. Coutet, Corresponding Seerstary. 
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CHARLESTON.—MRS. KATE SAVAGE. 


Rey. axp Dear Frienp:—Your letter of the 23d of March, also the barrel 
of clothing you kindly sent me to distribute among the school children, reached 
me a few days since; for both of which accept my sincere thanks. Clothing 
is always acceptable, for in our school there are plenty of needy and ragged 
little ones; and could the little boys and girls North witness the happiness 
which their presents afford these poor children, they would, I am sure, feel 
fully compensated for remembering them. 

During the past month we have had much to harass and excite us here. 
First, the knowledge that our efficient, energetic and esteemed principal contem- 
plated leaving, threw quite a damper upon us; subsequently, came the sad 
tidings of our kind friend, Mr. Gillette. On learning of his decease we felt 
that each of us individually, as well as our Mission school, had lost a warm 
and sincere friend. After two such calamities, following so closely upon each 
other, is it surprising that we should have been saddened and impressed with 
the conviction that our school had received an irrecoverable blow? Certainly 
for many days all hope was banished from my mind respecting it. Yet, 
through all of this, our school routine went on with its accustomed punctu- 
ality—mechanically, of course; for how was it possible to work with spirit and 
cheerfulness with such a gloomy proxpect in view? Perseverance is a difficult 
virtue to cultivate amidst so: many discouragements. However, the darkest 


clouds have often a “silvery lining,” and we must hope that the lowering one 


which now o’erhangs us only conceals the “lining” for a time. Indeed, it 
would be a disgrace to the Episcopal Church to allow this work, which has 
gone on for two years so successfully to those who so sadly need the blessings 
of religion and education, to fall through now, merely for want of interest and 
means to continue it, while other denominations who have likewise estab- 
lished schools of the same kind here find no difficulty in maintaining them. I, 
with you, regret that the Rev. Mr. Gadsden could not have gone North at the 
time desired, to represent the importance of this missionary work in the 


_ Churches there, for he seems to take such an interest in it himself that I feel 
sure he could have awakened some in others. Hoping that some one will yet 


come forward to plead in so good a cause, believe me, &ec. 


CHARLESTON.—MRS. E. R. ANCRUM. 
Ir gives me much pleasure to say that my class is greatly improving and 


‘rapidly increasing ; it now numbers sixty-six (the largest in the school), and 


generally speaking it is very quiet and orderly. 

It is with great regret that I have heard of the intended resignation of our 
estimable principal, for our intercourse with him has been of a most pleasant 
nature, and he will truly be a loss to the school, it is now so well disciplined. 


CHARLESTON.—MISS ©. A. DAWSON. 
As the clouds and dark days of winter are passing away, leaving us in their 


stead the bright, cheering, beautiful spring-time (which, ¢his year particularly, 


seems more lovely than is common, even in this balmy, sunny land), even so 
have the doubts and fears in regard to our school been gradually lifted from 
my mind; and now I am almost sure that our prayers and exertions will 


. goon be answered and rewarded. 


I would really enjoy having some of our kind friends from the North visit us 


‘just now. The full classes of orderly, intelligent children, whose improvement 


in every thing is so evident, would be a pleasant sight to any one who felt the 
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slightest interest in a work of so much benevolence and real charity, and we 
are most anxious that you should feel an interest in us and our pupils. 

The death of our friend, the Rev. Dr. Gillette, was a source of sincere grief 
to us; for although we did not personally know him, we felt that he had a real 
sympathy with us, and would do all in his power to assist us—and a friend at 
this time is a great loss to us, for we need them greatly ; however, I will still 
believe that others will be sent us, and work on cheerfully, leaving the rest in 
His hands “ Who doeth all things well.” 


ee 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The Treasurer of Home Missions to Colored People acknowledges the receipt of the following sums from 
March ist, 1869, to April lst, 1869 :— 


VERMONT. PENNSYLVANIA. 
Brandon—St. Thomas’ Ch.......... $19 20 19 20 Potistown—Christ Ch...,...... eipeits $25 00 25 00 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. PITTSBURG. 
Keene—Rev. E. A. Renouf........... 10 00 Pittsbuvg—From Mrs. M. K. Brunot, 
Mrs. Renouf........ Oesooenates 10 00 20 00 to be expended in clothing to be 
_ distributed by teachers at New- 
MASSACHUSETTS. eh bern, INsiO areas. Senn cee eee 33 00 33 00 
Salem—St. Peter’s Ch.,a member... 2 00 
Dedham—St. Paul’s Ch............. 86 00 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Andover—Christ Ch.....,.......-+6 9%6 9% %6 Washington—F. W.H...4........... 200 200 
RHODE ISLAND. VIRGINIA. 
Providence—St. John’s Ch.......... 242 14 Rich Rev. J. , 
St. John’s) add'l... .hcdcce 100 00 CONE BN $« SON re 5 00: Bee 
Seaeos oe Bede teistacie ers apessiac a a INDIANA. 
PACE Cha ceeke roeheceo ase A ; 
Patitusket ke PA d Chk 15 86 Bristol—St. John’s Ch.............. 5 00 5 00 
Lonsdale—Christ Ch................ 116 48 587 66 OHIO. 
CONNECTICUT. Worthington—St. John’s Ch........ 00) 0 00 
Bethel—St. Thomas’ Ch............. 8 00 
Monroe—St. Peter’s....0.0.000000N 10 00 ey 
Roxbury—Christ Ch..........-..+-+- 800 Detroit—St. Paul’s Ch.............. 52 68 52 68 
Connecticut—A friend................ 500 21 00 
NEW YORK ILLINOIS. 
5 Farmington—Mrs. M. W.B......... 
New CO Paul’s Chapel....... Bo - g ve Bp 200 Rie 
DWWiase eistere core ae renin se Meee ae WISc j 
Cooperstown—Christ Ch............. 10 00 466 "6 : oe eagle es 
Platieville—Trinity .... ...¢s0icec css 440 440 
LONG ISLAND. 
Anonymous, a public school teacher. 667 6 67 SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Lexington Co. House—Sale of books 100 100 


A mae ig nora MINNESOTA TERRITORY. 


Niagara Falls—Mission box, alady 900 900 Wontorville..........2.cceccecceeeces 100 100 
DIOCESE OF ALBANY. MISCELLANEOUS. 
Sandy Hill—Mary Bostwick......... 100 100 Anonymous, through Dr. Twing..... 25.00 2% 00 
NEW JERSEY. $1497 18 
Amount previousl knowl ba 
Jersey City—Grace Ch............... 5 00 aN ee sib A 
Orange—Grace Ch.... ........0..00- 100 00 105 00 Total. ices eee oguicle's cleieiWue's vise ca $9770 12 


PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH. 


The Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Branch of Home Missions to Colored Peopl 
following receipts for March, viz. :— be cs SO 


St. Paul’s Ch., Philadelphia, add’l........... $60 50 Ch. of the Redeemer (Sea: "s Mi i 
Grace Ch., Great Bend, Susq. Co., Pa., add’l. 2 30 Hdd eee : ae pe satan > 
a Be is 1 Aa Pa. add'lyy..: 5 00- Miss Olarkson: '.: See... seit, ae 1 00 
. James’ Ch., Philadelphia, “ .... 1900 Mr. and Mrs. J. 8. Newbold.......:......... 
St Andrew's the Phiiadeipiia, i 2 Ge r Newbold... esa=sncleese 2 00 
..of the Atonement, Philadelphia “ .... 186 00 Total for March. $ 444 80 
St. Paul’s Ch., Cheltenham, Philadelphia... 50 00 Am: iously acknowledged... 
a colored As s Glass at bie Aims H ote, ount previously acknowledged... 1578 42 
ila., taught by Peter E. Jones, annua Potaliy, $65 ccneee 
su DSCrip tions cate eee sie a chars Neco 1,00... Wil Nth i Sole wig) cine Suna 


